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THE 

True  Interest  of  GRE  AT-BRtTA  IN 

SET     FORTH 

In  Regard  to    the    COLONIES; 

And  the  only  M  e  a  n  s  of 

Living  in   Peace   and   Harmony   with   them* 

Including* 

Five  different  Plans 

I 

For  Effecting  this  Salutary  Meafure." 

AVERY  ftrange  notion  is  now  induf- 
trioufly  fpreading,  that  'till  the  late  un- 
happy Stamp- Aft,  there  were  no  bicker- 
ings and  difcontents,  no  heart-burnings  and  j  a~ 
loufies  fubfifting  between  the  Colonies  and  the 
Mother-Country.  It  feems,  'till  that  fatal  pe- 
riod, all  was  harmony,  peace  and  love.  Nov/ 
it  is  fcarcely  poffible  even  for  the  mod  fuperfi- 
cial  obferver,  if  his  knowledge  extends  beyond 
the  limits  of  a  Newfpapcr,  not  to  know,  "  tha£ 
this  is  entirely  falfe."  And  if  he  is  at  ail  con- 
Verfant  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Colonies,  and 
has  attended  to  the  accounts  of  their  origi- 
nal   Plantation,    their    rife   and   progrefs,    ht 
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muft  know,  that  slmoft  from  the  very  be- 
ginning, there  were  mutual  difcontents,  mutual 
animofities  and  reproaches.  Indeed,  while 
thefe  Colonies  were  in  a  mere  ftate  of  infancy, 
■dependent  on  their  Mother-Country  not  only 
for  daily  protection,  but  almoft  for  daily  bread, 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  they  would  give 
themfelves  the  fame  airs  of  felf-fufficiency  and 
independence,  as  they  did  afterwards,  in  pro- 
portion as  they  grew  up  to  a  ftate  of  maturity. 
But  that  they  began  very  early  to  (hew  no  other 
marks  of  attachment  to  their  ancient  parent, 
than  what  arofe  from  views  of  felf-intereft  and 
felf-Iove,  many  convincing  proofs  might  be 
drawn  from  the  complaints  of,  and  the  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  Governors  of  the  refpedlive  Pro- 
vinces j  from  the  memorials  of  our  Boards  of 
Trade,  prefented  from  time  to  time  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Privy  Council  againft  the  behaviour  of 
the  Colonics;  from  the  frequent  petitions  and 
remonftrances  of  our  Merchants  and  Manu- 
facturers to  the  fame  effect  -,  and  even  from  the 
votes  and  refactions  of  feveral  of  their  Pro- 
vincial Affemblies  againft  the  intereft,  laws, 
and  Government  of  the  Mother-Country  5  yet 
I  will  wave  all  thefe  at  preient*  and  content  my- 
felf  with  proofs  ftill  more  authentic  and  unex- 
ceptionable ;  I  mean  the  public  Statutes  of  the 
Realm:  For  from  them  it  evidently  appears* 
that  long  before  there  were  any  thoughts  of 
the  Stamp-Act,  the  Mother-Country  had  the 
following  accufations  to  bring  againft  the  Co- 
lonies, viz.    1  ft,   that  they  refilled  to  fubmit  to 

her 
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her  ordinances  and  regulations  in  regard  to 
Trader — 2dly,  that  they  attempted  to  frame 
Law?,  and  to  ered  Jurifdidlion  ■  not  on'y  inde- 
pendently of  her,  but  even  in  dired  opposition 
to  her  authority. — And  jdly,  that  many  of  them 
took  unlawful  methods  to  fk<-een  themfelves 
from  paying  the  juft  debts  they  owed  to  the 
Merchants  and  Manufacturers  of  Great-Britain. 
Thefe  are  the  objections  of  the  Mother- 
Country  to  the  behaviour  of  the  colonies  long 
before  their  lad  outrages,  and  their  prefent  con- 
duel; — For  even  as  early  as  the  year  1670,  it 
doth  appear,  that  many  Complaints  (the  very 
words  of  the  Ad)  had  been  made  againfl  the 
American  Proprietors  of  Ships  and  Veffels,  for 
engaging  in  Schemes  of  Traffic,  contrary  to 
the  regulations  contained  in  the  ad  of  Naviga- 
gation,  and  in  other  ftatutes  of  the  Realm  made 
for  confining  the  trade  of  the  Colonies  to  the 
Mother-Country.  Nay,  fo  fenfible  was  the 
Parliament  above  an  hundred  Years  ago,  that 
Profecutions  for  the  breach  of  thole  laws  would 
be  to  little  or  no  erfed,  if  carried  on  in  Ame- 
rican Courts,  or  before  American  Juries,  that 
it  isexpreflly  ordained,  "  It  (hall,  it  may  be  law- 
"  ful  for  any  perfon  or  periens  to  profecute 
"  fuch  Ship  or  Veffel  [offending  as  described  in 
"  the  preceding  Sedion]  in  any  Court  of  Ad- 
*c  miralty  in  England  ;  the  one  moiety  of  the 
"  forfeiture,  in  cafe  of  condemnation,  to  be 
"  to  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs,  and  fucceiTorsj  and 
61  the  other  Moiety  to  fuch  Profecutor  or 
"  Profecutofrs  thereof."   See  22  and  23    of  Ch. 

II, 
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II.  Cap.  26.  §  12  and  13.]  And  we  find,  that 
two  years  afterwards,  viz.  25  of  Ch.  II.  Cap.  7, 
the  fame  complaints  were  again  renewed ;  and 
in  coniequence  thereof  higher  duties  and  ad- 
ditional penalties  were  laid  on,  for  the  more  ef- 
fectually enforcing  of  the  obfervance  of  this 
and  of  the  former  laws  :  But  in  fpite  of  all 
that  was  done,  things  grew  worfe  and  wcrfe 
every  day.  For  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  the 
year  1696,  the  very  authority  of  the  Englifh 
Legiflature,  for  making  fuch  laws  and  regula- 
tions, feemed  to  have  been  called  in  queftion ; 
which  authority,  therefore,  the  Parliament  was 

obliged  to  affert  in  terms  very  peremptory ; 

and  I  may  likewiie  add,  very  prophetical.  The 
Law  made  on  this  occafion  was  the  famous 
Statute  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  William  III. 
Cap.  7.  wherein,  after  the  recital  of  divers  acts 
<e  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Naviga- 
"  tion  of  this  Kingdom,  and  for  the  better  fe- 
«'  curing  and  regulating  the  Plantation  Trade, 
<s  it  is  remarked,  that  notwithftandingfuch  laws, 
*c  great  abuies  are  daily  committed,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Englifh  Navigation,  and  the 
Cl  Lois  of  great  part  of  the  Plantation  trade 
"  to  this  Kingdom,  by  the  artifice  and  cunning 
*c  of  ifcl-difpofed  Perfons."  Then,  having  pre- 
scribed fuch  remedies  as  thefe  great  evils 
feemed  to  require,  the  Act  goes  on  at  §.  7.  to 
ordain,  i(  Tnat  all  the  penalties  and  Forfeitures 
*'  before  mentioned,  not  in  this  act  particu- 
*'  larly  difpoXed  of,  fhall  be  one  third  part  to 
V  the  u(e  of  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs,  and  Suc- 

<c  ceiTors, 
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«c  ceffors,  and  one  third  part -to  the  Governor 
"  of  the  Colony  or  Plantation  where  the  offence 
"  (hall  be  committed,  and  the  other  third  part 
"  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  mail  fue  for  the 
"  fame,  to  be  recovered  in  any  of  his  majefty's 
"  courts  at  Weftminfler,  or  in  the  kingdom  of 
*c  Ireland,  or  in  the  courts  of  Admiralty  held  in 
"  his  majefty's  Plantations  refpeclively,  where 
f*  fuch  offence  mall  be  committed,  "  at  the  plea- 
f*  fure  of  the  Officer  or  Informer,  or  in  any  other 
*c  Plantation  belonging  to  any  fubjedt  of  England 
f*  wherein  no  Effoin,  protection,  or  wager  of 
"  Law  (hall  be  allowed  3  and  that  where  any 
tc  queftion  mall  arifc  concerning  the  importa- 
"  tion  or  exportation  of  any  goods  into  or  out 
«f  of  the  faid  plantations,  in  fuch  cafe  the  proof 
cc  (hall  lie  upon  the  owner  or  claimer  5  and  the 
<£  claimer  (hall  be  reputed  to  he  the  importer  or 
"owner  thereof." 

Now  here  it  is  obvious  to  every  reader,  that 
the  fufpicions  which  the  Parliament  had  for- 
merly conceived  of  the  partiality  of  A'nxei 
Courts,  and  American  Juries  in  trials  ac  Law 
with  the  Mother-Country,  were  fo  far  from 
being  abated  by  length  of  time,  that  they 
were  grown  higher  than  ever  ;  becaufe  it  ap- 
pears by  this  very  ad,  that  the  power  of  the 
Officer  or  Informer  was  greatly  enlarged,  hav- 
ing the  option  now  granted  him  of  three  dif- 
ferent Countries  for  profecuting  the  offence"; 
whereas  in  the  former  of  Charles  IL  made  16 
years  before,  he  had  only  two.  Moreover  it 
was  this  time  further  ordained,  that  the  Onus 

probandi 
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probandi  fhould  reft  on  the  defendant,  and  alfo 
that  no  *  EfToin,  Protection,  or  *|-  Wager  of 
law  fhould  be  allowed   him. 

But  above  all,  and  in  order  to  prevent,  if 
poffible  every  fort  of  chicane  for  the  future, 
and  to  fruftrate  all  attempts  of  the  Colonies, 
either  to  throw  off  or  evade  the  power  and  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Mother-Country, — It  was  at 
§  9.  "  further  ena&ed  and  declared  by  the  au- 
"  thority  aforefaid,  that  all  Laws,  Bve-Laws, 
4€  Ufages,  or  Cuftoms,  at  this  time,  or  which 
"  hereafter  (hall  be  in  practice,  or  endeavoured, 
c<  or  pretended  to  be  in  force  or  practice,  in  any 
"  of  the  faid  Plantations,  which  are  in  any  wife 
«  repugnant  to  the  before  mentioned  Laws,  or 
"  any  of  them,  io  far  as  they  do  relate  to  the 
"  faid  Plantations,  or  any  of  them,  or  which  are 
"  any  ways  repugnant  to  this  prefent  Ad,  or 
"  to  any  other  law  hereafter  to  be  made  in 
**■  this  Kingdom,  fo  far  as  fuch  Law  (hall  re- 
"  late  to,  and  mention  the  faid  Plantations,  are 
"  Illegal,  Null,  and  Void  to  all  Intents 
m  and  Purposes  Whatsoever." 

Words  could  be  hardly  devifed  to  exprefs 
the  fentiments  of  the  English  Legifiature,  more 
fully  and  ftrongiy,  than  thefe  have  done:  And 
if  ever  a  body  cf  uninfpired  Men  were  endowed 

with 


*   An  EfToin  fignifies,  in  Law,  a  pretence  or  excufe. 

f  A  Wager  at  Law,  is  a  power  granted  to  the  Defendant  to 
fwear,  together  with  other  Compurgators,  that  he  owes  no- 
thin*    to  the   Plaintiff  in  the  manner  fet  forth. It  is  eafy  to 

fee  what  ufe  would  have  been  made  of  fuch  a  power  had  it 
been  adiowed. 
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with  a  fpirit  of  Divination,  or  of  forefeeing, 
and  alfo  of  providing  againft  untoward  future 
events,  as  far  as  human  prudence  could  extend, 
the  King,  Lords, and  Commons  of  the  iEra  1696, 
were  the  very  Men.  For  they  evidently  fore- 
faw,  that  a  time  was  approaching,  when  the 
Provincial  affemblies  would  difpute  the  Right 
of  American  Sovereignty  with  the  great  and 
general  Council  of  the  British  Empire:  And 
therefore  they  took  effectual  care  that,  whenever 
the  time  came,  no  law,  no  precedent,  nor  pre-* 
fcription,  mould  be  wanting,  whereby  the 
Mother-Country  might  affert  her  conftitutional 
and  inherent  right  over  the  Colonies. 

But  notwithstanding  thefe  wife  Precautions, 
feme  of  the  Colonies  found  ways  and  means  to 
evade  the  Force  and  meaning  even  of  this  ex- 
prefs  law  j  at  lead:  for  a  time,  and  'till  the 
Legiflature  could  be  fufficiently  apprized  of  the 
injury  designed.  The  Colonifts,  who  pradifed 
thefe  diiingenuous  arts  with  mofl:  fuccefs,  were 
thofe  who  were  endowed  with  chartered  Govern- 
ments, and  who  in  confequence  of  the  extra- 
ordinary favours  thereby  indulged  them,  could 
nominate  or  elect  their  own  Council,  and  (if 
my  memory  doth  not  fail  me)  their  own  Go- 
vernors likewife; — at  lead,  who  could  grant 
fuch  falaries  to  their  Governors,  and  with  fuch 
limitations,  as  would  render  them  too  depen- 
dent on  the  will  and  pieafure  of  their  Pay- 
Mafters.  Hence  therefore  it  came  to  pafs,  that 
in  the  Colonies  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  the  Maflachufet's  Bay, 

and 
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and  New  Hampshire;  the  Governors  of  thefe 
Provmces  fuffered  themf elves  to  be  perfuaded  to 
gfve  their  fanction  to  certain  Votes  and  Refolu- 
iutions  of  their  AfTemblies  and  Councils;  where- 
by laws  were  enacted  fr  ft  to  ifTue  out  bills  of 
Credit  to  a  certain  amount,  and  then  to  make 
a  tender  of  thofe  bills  to  be  confidered  as  art 
ad  quate  difcharge  of  debts,  and  a  legal  re- 
leafe  from  payment,  A  moft  compendious  me- 
thod this  for  getting  out  of  debt  !  And  were 
the  like  artifice  to  be  authorized  every  where, 
I  think  it  is  very  evident,  that  none  but  the 
moft  ftupid  Ideot  would  be  incapable  of  dis- 
charging his  debts,  bonds,  or  obligations  $  and 
that  too  without  advancing  any  money. 

However,  as  foon  as  the  Britifti  Legiflature 
came  to  be  fully  apprifed  of  this  fcheme  of  ini- 
quity, they  palled  a  Law,  "  to  regulate  and 
"  reftrain  paper  Bills  of  Credit  in  his  Majefty's 
"  Colonies  or  Plantations,  of  Rhode  Ifland  and 
<£  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  the  Maf- 
"  fachufets  Bay,  and  New  Hamp(hire  in  Ame- 
ct  rica$    and    to   prevent    the   fame    being    le- 

«'  gal  tenders  in   payments  of  money. " — — ' 

This  is  the  very  title  of  the  Statute;  but  for 
further  particulars,  and  for  the  different  regu- 
lations therein  contained,  coniult  the  act  itfelf, 
24th  of  George  IJ.  Cap.  53,  Anno  1751. 

Now  will  any  Man  after  this  dare  to  fay,  that 
the  Stamp- Act  was  the  firft  caufe  of  diflention 
betwen  the  Mother-Country  and  her  Colonies  ? 
Will  any  Man  ftill  perfift  in  maintaining  fo  grofs 
a  Paradox,  that  'till  that  fatal  period,  the  Co- 
lonies 
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lonies  (hewed  no  reluctance  to  fubmit  to  the 
commercial  regulations,  no  difpoiition  to  con- 
teft  the  authority,  and  no  defire  to  queftion 
the  right  of  the  Mother- Country  ?  The  man. 
who  can  maintain  theie  paradoxes,  is  incapable 
of  conviction,  and  therefore  is  not  to  be  rea- 
foned    with  any  longer.     "  But  the  Stamp-Act 

"  made  bad  to  become  worfe  :■ The  Stamp- 

"  Act  irritated  and  inflamed,  and  greatly  en- 
<c  creafed  all  thofe  ill  humours,  which  were  but 
u  too  predominant  before."  Granted  ;  and  I 
will  further  add,  that  any  other  act,  or  any 
other  meafure,  of  the  Britifli  Government,  as 
well  as  the  Stamp-Act,  if  it  were  to  compel 
the  Colonifts  to  contribute  a  fingle  milling  to- 
wards the  general  expence  of  the  Britifh  Em- 
pire, would  have  had  the  fame  effect,  For, 
be  it  ever  remembered,  that  the  Colonifts  did 
not  fo  much  object  to  the  mode  of  this  tax- 
ation, as  to  the  right  itfelf  of  levying  taxes. 
Nay,  their  friends  and  agents  here  in  England 
were  known  to  have  frequently  declared,  that 
if  any  tax  were  to  be  crammed  down  their 
throats  without  their  confent,  and  by  an  au- 
thority which  they  difallowed,  they  had  rather 
pay  this  Stamp-Duty  than  another. 

But  indeed,  and  properly  ipeaking,  it  was 
not  the  Stamp-Act  which  increafed  or  height- 
ened thefe  ill  humours  in  the  Colonifts ;  rather, 
it  was  the  reduction  of  Canada,  which  called 
forth  thofe  difpofitions  into  action  which  had  long 
been  generating  before  ;  and  which  were  ready 
B  fo 
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to  burfl  forth  at  the  firft  opportunity  that  mould 
offer.  For  an  undoubted  fact  it  is,  that  from 
the  moment  in  which  Canada  came  into  the 
poffeffion  of  the  Engliib,  an  end  was  put  to 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  Mother-Country  over 
her  Colonies.  They  had' then  nothing  to  fear 
from  a  foreign  enemy  $  and  as  to  their  own  do- 
metlic  friends  and  relations,  they  had  for  fo 
many  years  preceding  been  accuftomed  to  tref- 
pafs  upon  their  forbearance  and  indulgence, 
even  when  they  mod  wanted  their  protection, 
that  it  was  no  wonder  they  (hould  openly  re- 
nounce an  authority  which  they  never  thorougly 
approved  of,  and  which  now  they  found  to  be 
no  longer  neeeffary  for  their  own  defence. 

But  here  fome  may  be  apt  to  afk,  "  Had  the 
11  Colonies  no  provocation  on  their  part  ?  And 
"  was  all  the  fault  on  one  fide,  and  none  on 
<c  the  other  ?"  Probably  not : — probably  there 
were  faults  on  both  fides.  But  what  doth  this 
ferve  to  prove  ?  If  to  exculpate  the  Colonies  in 
regard  to  their  prefent  refractory  behaviour,  it 
is  needlefs.  For  I  am  far  from  charging  our 
Colonies  in  particular  with  being  finners  above 
others  5  becaufe  I  believe  (and  If  I  am  wrong, 
let  the  hiftory  of  all  Colonies,  whether  ancient 
or  modern,  from  the  days  of  Thucydides 
down  to  the  prefent  time,  confute  me  if  it  can; 
I  fay,  till  that  is  dene  I  believe)  that  it  is  the 
nature  of  them  all  to  afpire  after  Independence, 
and  to  fet  up  for  themfelves  as  foon  as  evei  they 
find  that  they  are  able  to  fubfift,  without  being 
beholden  to  the  Mother^Country.     And  if  our 

Americans 


and      AMERICA.  13 

Americans  have  exprcfled  tbemfelves  fooner  on 
this  head  than  others  have  done,  or  in  a  more 
direcl  and  daring  manner,  this  ought  not  to  be 
imputed  to  any  greater  malignity,  or  ingrati- 
tude in  them,  than  in  others,  but  to  that  bold 
free  conftitution,  which  is  the  prerogative  and 
boaft  of  us  all.  We  ourfelves  derive  our  ori- 
gin from  thofe  very  Saxons  ;  who  inhabited 
the  lower  parts  of  Germany ;  and  yet  I  think  it  is 
iufficiently  evident,  that  we  are  not  over  com- 
plaifant  to  the  defendants  of  thefe  lower  Saxons, 
i.  e.  to  the  offspring  of  our  own  Progenitors  ;  nor 
can  we,  with  an)  colour  of  reafon,  pretsnd  to 
complain  that  even  the  Boflonians  have  treated 
us  more  indignantly  than  we  have  treated  the 
Hanoverians.  What  then  would  have  been  the 
cafe,  if  the  little  infignificant  Electorate  of 
Hanover  had  preiumed  to  retain  a  claim  of  So- 
vereignty over  fuch  a  Country  as  Great-Britain, 
the  pride  and  Miftrefs  of  the  Ocean  ?  And  yet, 
I  believe,  that  in  point  of  extent  of  Territory, 
the  prefent  Electoral  Dominions,  infignificant  as 
they  are  fometimes  reprefented,  are  more  than 
a  moiety  of  England,  exclufive  of  Scotland  and 
Wales:  whereas  the  whole  Ifland  of  Great 
Britain,  is  fcarcely  a  twentieth  part  of  thofe 
vaft  Regions  which  go  under  the  denomination 
of  North- America. 

Befides,  if  the  American  Colonies  belonging 
to  France  or  Spain,  have  not  yet  let  up  for  In- 
dependence, or  thrown  off  the  mafque  fa  much 
as  the  Englifh  Colonies  have  done,— what  is  this 

fu  peri  or 
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fuperfbr  referve  to  be  imputed  to  ?  Not  to 
any  greater  filial  tendernefs  in  them  for  their 
refpe&iye  antient  Parents  than  in  others  ;— not 
to  motives  of  any  national  gratitude,  or  of  na- 
tional honour;-- -hut  becaufe  the  conftitution 
of  each  of  thv;fe  Parent  States  is  much  more 
s  Hitrary  and  despotic  than  the  conftitution  of 
Grt at-Britain  ;  and  therefore  their  refpeclive 
ofrVpiings  are  f  swed  by  the  dread  of  punifh- 
rnenrs  tiorn  break  ng  forth  into  thofe  outrages 
which  ou  s  dare  do  with  impunity.  Nay  more, 
the  verv  Colonits  of  France  and  Spain,  though 
the)  have 'not  yet  thrown  off  their  allegiance, 
arc  neverthelel^  as  forward  as  any  in  diiobeying 
the  Laws  of  their  Moiher- Countries,  wherever 
they  find  an  interett  in  fo  doing,  For  the  truth 
of  jhis  fact,  I  appeal  to  that  prodigious  clan- 
deftirie  Trade  which  they  are  continually  carry- 
ing Oil  with  Ua,  and  with  cur  Colonies,  contrary 
to  the  expreis  prohibitions  of  France  and  Spain  : 
And  1  appeal  alfo  to  thofe  very  free  ports  which 
the  Erstilh  Legislature  itfelf  hath  lately  opened 
for  accommodating  thefe  fmuggling  colonifts  to 
trade  with  the  iubje&s  of  Great-Britain,  in  Dif- 
bbedience  to  the  injunction  of  their  Mother^ 
Countries, 

Enough  furely  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjedl; 
and  the  upfhot   of  the  whole  matter  is   plainly 

this,— 


*  But  notwithftanding  this  awe,  it  is  now  pretty  generally 
known,  that  the  French  Cclonifb  of  Hifpaniola  endeavoured 
Jateiy  to  (hake  off  the  Government  of  Old  France,  and  applied 
|P  the  Briiifa  Court  for  that  purpofe. 
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this,— That  even   the    arbitrary    and    despotic 
Governments  of  France  and  Spain  (arbitrary  I 
lay,  both  in  temporals   and  in  fpiritoals)    main- 
tain their  authority  over  their  American  Colonies 
but  very  imperfectly  ;  in  as  much  as   they  can- 
not rcftrain  them   from   breaking  through  thofe 
rules  and  regulations    of  exclufive   trade ;    for 
the  fake  of  which   all  Colonies  feemed  to  have 
been  originally  founded.     What  then   (hall    we 
fay  in    regard  to  fuch  Colonies   as  are  the  eff- 
fpring  of  a  free  confiitution  ?  And  after  what 
manner,    or  according    to   what  rule,  are  our 
own  in  particular  to  be  governed,  without  ufing 
any  force  or  compulfion,  or  purfuing  any  mea- 
fure  repugnant  to   their   own  ideas  of  civil  or 
religious   Liberty  ?    In  fhort,    and    to   fum  up 
all,  in  one  word,    how  fhall  we  be  able  to  ren- 
der thefe  Colonies  more   fubfervient   to  the  in- 
terests, and  more  obedient  to  the  laws  and  go- 
vernment  of  the    Mother-Country,    than   they 
voluntarily  chufe  to  be  ?  After  having  pondered 
and  revolved  the  affair  over  and  over,  i  confefs, 
there  (eems  to  me  to  be  but  the  five  following 
propofals,  which  can  poffibly  be  made,  viz. 

id,  To  fuffer  things  to  go  on  for  a  while, 
as  they  have  lately  done,  in  hopes  that  fome 
favourable  opportunity  may  offer  for  recovering 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  British  Legiflature  over 
her  Colonies,  and  for  maintaining  the  authority 
of  the  Mother- Country. -—Or  if  thefe  tempo- 
riling  meafures  mould  be  found  to  ftrengthen 
and  confirm  the  evil,  inftcad  of  removing  it;— 
then, 

a'dly, 
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2dly,  To  attempt  to  perfwade  the  Colonies  to 
fend  over  a  certain  number  of  Deputies,  or 
Reprefentatives,  to  lit  and  vote  in  the  British 
parliament ;  in  order  to  incorporate  America 
and  Great  Britain  into  one  common  Em- 
pire,—Or  if  this  Propofal  mould  be  found  im- 
practicable, whether  on  account  of  the  Difficul- 
ties attending  it  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  or 
becaufe  that  the  Americans  themfelves  would 
nut  concur  in  fuch  a  meafure  j   then, 

3diy,  To  declare  open  War  againfl:  them  as 
Rtbcls  and  Revolters ;  and  after  having  made 
a  perfect  Conquefl  of  the  Country,  then  to  go- 
vern it  by  Military  Force  and  defpotic  fway.-— 
Or  if  this  fcheme  mould  be  judged  (as  it  ought 
to  be)  the  rnoft  deftructive,  and  the  leaft  eligi- 
ble of  any ;—  -then, 

4thly,  To  propofe  to  confent  that  America 
mould  become  the  General  Seat  of  Empire; 
and  that  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  mould  be 
governed  by  Vice-Roys  fent  over  from  the 
Court  Refidencies,  either  at  Philadelphia  or 
New- York,  or  at  fome  other  American  imperial 
City,- — Or  if  this  pkn  of  Accommodation 
mould  be  iil-digefled  by  home-born  Englishmen, 
who,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  would  never  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  an  Indignity  5 — then, 

5thly,  To  propofe  to  feparate  entirely  from 
the  Colonies,  by  declaring  them  to  be  a  free 
and  Independent  People,  over  whom  we  lay  no 
Claim ;  and  then  by  offering  to  guarantee  this 
Freedom  and  Independence  againft  all  foreign 
Invaders  whomsoever. 

Now 
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Now  thefe  being  all  the  plans  which,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  ieem  capable  of  being  pro- 
pofed,  let  us  examine  each  of  them  in  their 
order. 

FIRST      PLAN. 

And  1  ft,  as  to  that  which  recommends  the 
fuffering  all  things  to  go  on  as  they  have 
lately  done,  in  hopes  that  fome  favourable  op- 
portunity may  arife  hereafter  for  recovering  the 
jurifdidtion,  and  vindicating  the  honour  of  the 
Mother- Country. 

This  firft  propofal  is  very  unhappy  at  firft 
fetting  out  *>  becaufe  it  takes  that  for  granted, 
which  hiftory  and  experience  prove  to  be  falfe. 
It  fuppofes,  that  Colonies  may  become  the  more 
obedient,  in  proportion  as  they  are  fuffered  to 
grow  the  more  headftrong,  and  to  feel  their  own 
ftrength  and  independence  ;  than  which  fuppo- 
iition  there  cannot  be  a  more  palpable  abfur- 
dity.  For  if  a  father  is  not  able  to  govern 
his  ion  at  the  ages  of  14  or  16  years,  how 
can  it  be  fuppofed  that  he  will  be  better  able 
when  the  youth  is  become  a  man  of  full  age 
and  ftature,  in  the  vigour  of  health  and 
ftrength,  and  the  parent  perhaps  more  feeble 
and  decrepid  than  he  was  before  ?  Betides,  it  is 
a  fad:,  that  the  Colonies,  from  almoft  one  end 
of  North- America  to  the  other,  have  already  re- 
volted from  under  thejurifdi&ion  of  the  Britim 
Legiflaturej — each  Houfe  of  Affembly  hath 
already  arrogated  to  themfelves  a  new  name,  by 
fliling  themlelves  an  House  of  Commons  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  ftile  and  title,   they  have 

already 
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already  declared,  that  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons  neither  hath,  nor  ought  to  have,  any 
right  to  intermeddle  in  their  concerns.  Now, 
after  they  have  advanced  thus  far  already,  what 
Rhetoric  would  you  ufe  for  calling  thefe  re- 
volters  back  ?  And  is  it  at  all  probable,  that  the 
Provincial  Affemblies  would  be  induced  by  the 
force  of  oratory  to  renounce  their  own  impor- 
tance, and  to  acknowledge  that  to  be  a  crime, 
which  both  they,  and  the  people  whom  they  re- 
preferif,  glory  as  in  their  birth-right  and  unali- 
enable prerogative  ?  The  man  who  can  fup~ 
pofe  thefe  things,  muft  have  a  moil  extraordi- 
nary opinion  of  his  own  eloquence. 

But  here  perhaps  fome  may  be  inclined  to 
afk,  Why  would  you  meddle  with  the  Colonies 
at  all  ?  And  why  not  fuffer  things  to  remain 
in  ftatu  quo?  The  obvious  anfwer  to  which 
queftions  is  this, — That  it  is  not  the  Mother 
Country  which  meddles  with  the  Colonies, 
but  the  Colonies  which  meddle  with  the  Mo- 
ther-Country :  For  they  will  not  permit  her 
to  govern  in  the  manner  ftie  ought  to  do,  and 
according  to  the  original  terms  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  5  but'  are  making  encroachments  on  her 
authority  every  day.  Moreover  as  they  in- 
creafe  m  riches,  ftrength,  and  numbers, 
their  civil  and  military  eftablifhmentS  mud  ne- 
cefTarily  increafe  likewife ;  and  feeing  that  this 
circumftance  is  unavoidable,  who  is  to  defray 
the  growing  expences  of  thefe  increafing  and 
thriving  Colonies  ?  "  The  Colonies  themfelves 
sc  you  will  naturally  fay,  becaufe  none  are  fo  fit, 

«s  and 
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kt  and  none  fo  able  :"  And  perhaps  fame  Ame- 
rican advocates  will  likewife  add,  "  That  the 
*'  Colonies  do  not  refufe  to  defray  thefe  ex- 
*'  pences,  provided  they  (hall  be  the  fole  judges 
"  of  the  quantum  to  be  raifed,  or  the  mode  of 
*'  railing  it,  and  of  the  manner  of  its  ap- 
*'  plication."  But  here  lies  the  difficulty, 
which  remains  yet  to  be  folved  %  For  if  the  Co- 
lonies are  to  be  allowed  to  be  the  fole  judges  in 
thefe  matters,  the  fovereignty  of  the  Britiili 
Legiflature  is  entirely  at  an  er*d  ;  and  thefe  Co- 
lonies become  in  fact,  as  much  independent  of 
their  Mother-Country,  as  we  are  independent  of 
Hanover,  or  Hanover  of  us  ;•—  only  indeed  with 
this  difference  (which  an  American  always  chufes 
to  forget)  That  whereas  we  lay  a  duty  on  all 
raw  materials  coming  from  the  Electoral  Do- 
minions, we  give  a  bounty  on  thofe  which  are 
imported  from  the  Colonies*  Befides,  many 
will  be  apt  to  afk,  could  not  this  mattlr  be 
compromifed  in  fome  degree  ?  And  will  nothing 
lefs  content  the  Colonies  than  a  total  revolt 
from  under  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Mother- 
Country  ?  ^Some  well-meaning  perfons  have 
propoied,  that  each  Colony,  like  each  County 
here  in  England,  (hould  be  allowed  to  raiie 
taxes  for  its  own  internal  ufes,  whilft  the  Briti(h 
parliament,  the  fovereign  council  or  the  Britilh 
Empire,  (h  uld  prdide  over  the  whole  5  and 
therefore  (hould  enact  fuch  laws  for  the  levying 
of  thofe  general  taxes,  which  are  to  be  applied  for 
the  common  protection,  the  good*  and  benefit 

C  of 
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of  all.  But  the  misfortune  is,  that  the  Colonies' 
will  not  confent  to  this  partition  of  power  and 
jurifdiclion  ;  confequently  any  fcheme  of  this 
nature  is  utterly  impracticable.  Indeed  the' 
late  Stamp-Act  itfclf  was  no  other  than  a  pare 
of  this  very  feheme :"  For  the  money  to  be 
raifed  by  that  tax,  was  to  be  applied  to  the  fold 
ufe  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  be  expended  no 
where  cUq  but  in  the  Colonies.  Nay  it  was  not 
the  moiety,  nor  yet  the  third,  nor  the  fourth 
part  of  the  fum  which  Great-Britain  was  to 
have  raifed  on  the  fame  account,  and  to  have 
expended  in  the  fame  Provinces : — So  anxious 
was  the  antient  indulgent  parent  not  to  lay  too 
heavy  a  burden  on  her  favourite  children.  But 
alas  I  Favourites  of  all  kinds  feldom  make  thofe 
returns  of  gratitude  and  obedience,  which 
might  be  expected.  For  even  as  to  that  boafted 
loyalty,  which  the  colonies  have  hitherto  pro- 
fefled  to  maintain  towards  his  Majefty  King 
George, — this  (lands,  and  muft  (land,  according 
to  their  prefent  political  fyflem,  on  as  precari- 
ous a  footing  as  any  of  the  reft  of  our  claims. 
For  if  the  Britiin  parliaments  have  no  right  to 
make  Jaws  to  bind  the  Colonies,  they  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  prescribe  to 
thern  i(  who  (hall  be  their  King;-— much  lefs 
ought  they  to  pretend  to  a  right  of  enacting, 
That  it  mall  be  a  moft  capital  offence,  even 
"  high  tfeafbn"  itielf,  in  a  coloniit  to  dare  to 
controvert  the  title  of  any  prince,  or  any  family, 
to  the  American  throne,  whom  the  Brmfh 
Parliament  (hall  place  thereon. 

Besides^ 
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Becides,  fome  of  thofe  lower  Houfes  of 
Affemblies  (which  each  Province  now  affedts  to 
call  its  Houfe  of  Commons)  have  already  prc- 
ceeded  to  greater  lengths  of  fovereignty  and 
independence  than  a  Britim  Houfe  of  Commons 
ever  prefumed  to  do  except  m  the  days  of  the 
r;:-*nd  rebellion  For  they  have  already  arro- 
gated to  themselves  a  power  of  difpofing,  as 
well  ss  of  raifing  the  public  monies,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other  branches  of  the  l?g:fla- 
ture  ;  which  is,  in  fact,  nothing  lefs  than  the 
erection  of  fo  many  fuvereign-  and  independent 
Democracies.  Nay  more,  there  is  a  general  com- 
bination and  confederacy  entered  into  among 
them  all  :  For  each  Houfe  of  Affcmbly  hath 
lately  appointed  a  (landing  committee  for  cor-- 
refpending  with  the  (landing  committees  of 
other  Provinces,  in  order  the  more  tff  dually 
to  oppofe  the  authority  and  jurifdi&ion  of  the 
Mother-  Country. 

What  then  is  to  be  done  in  fuch  a  cafe  ? 
Evident  it  is  beyond  a  difpute,  that  timid  and 
temponung  meafures  ferve  to  no  other  purpofe 
but  that  of  confirming  the  colonies  in  their 
oppofition,  and  Itrengthening  them  in  their  pre- 
fent  revolt. 

PLAN      Second, 

Wherefore  the  2d  propoial  is,  To  attempt 
to  perluade  the  Colonies  to  (end  ovej  aceitain 
number  of  Reprefentatives  to  (it  and  vo:e  in 
the  British  Parliaments,  in  order  to  incorpo- 
rate America  and  Great-Britain  into  one 
common  Empire, 

•Thii 
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*  This  is  the  fcheme  of  a  very  worthy  gen^ 
tleman,  eminently  verfed  in  the  laws  and  con- 
futation of  Great-Britain,  and  what  is  frill 
better,  a  real,  not  a  pretended  Patriot.  Let  us 
therefore  examine  it  with  as  much  refpect  and 
deference  to  his  opinion,  as  the  caufe  of  truth 
will  permit ;  which  I  am  well  perfuaded,  is  full 
as  much  as  he  would  require. 

He  begins  with  obferving  veryjuftly,  page  4, 
£*  That  the  fubjects  of  the  Crown  of  Great- 
s' Britain,  mud  (i.  e.  ought  to)  continue  to  be 
is  fo  in  every  refpect,  in  all  parts  of  the 
<£  world,  where  they  live  under  the  protection 
<c  of  the  Britifh  Government;  and  that  their 
**  cr offing  the  Atlantic  Ocean  with  the  King's 
<c  licence,  and  rending  in  America  for  the  pur-^ 
tc  pofes  of  trade,  cannot  affect  their  legal  fub,-? 
*c  jedtion  to  the  governing  powers  of  the  com- 
*'  munity  to  which  they  belong. 

"  Bu t  yet  he  obferves,  that  the  total  want 
"  of  Repiefentatives  in  the  great  Council  of  the 
<(  nation,  to  fupport  their  interefts,  and  give 
tfC  an  affent  on  their  behalf  to  laws  and  taxes  by 
«'  which  they  are  bound  and  affected,  is  a  misfcr-* 
fC  tune,  which  every  friend  to  liberty  and  equal 
«*  government  mull  be  forry  to  fee  them  labour 
"  under,  and  from  which  he  mud  wifh  them  to 
*'  be   relieved  in  a   regular  and  conftitutional 

M  manner, 


*  See  a  Pamphlet,-?? "  Confiderations  on  the  Expediency 

««  of  admitting  Reprefentatives  from  the  American  Colonies 
?{  into  the  Britim  Houfe  of  Commons."-— London,  printed 
«  fpr  g,  White,  1770, 
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"  manner,  if  fuch  relief  can  poffibly  be  af- 
*c  forded  them,  without  breaking  the  unity  of 
<c  the  Britifh  Government." 

He  therefore  proceeds,  at  page  10,  to  propofe 
his  fcheme  for  remedying  this  misfortune  5  viz 
W  That  about  eighty  perfons  might  be  ad* 
*c  mitted  to  fit  in  Parliament,  as  members  of 
**  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament  for  all  the 
**  Kings's  Dominions  in  America,  the  Weft- 
"  Indies,  as  well  as  North  America  5  and  that 
*f  their  Stile  and  Title  fhould  be  *c  The  Com- 
M  miilioners  of  the  Colonies  of  America." 
After  this  he  goes  on  to  fix  the  numbers  re- 
quifite  to  reprefent  each  Colony,  their  qualifi- 
cation, and  the  mode  of  their  ek&ion  ;  alfo 
the  time  of  their  continuing  in  office,  and  ihe 
manner  of  their  being  re-elected,  or  fuperfeded 
by  others,  if  that  fhould  be  judged  neceffary : 
In  all  which,  tho'  the  propofals  are  not  quite 
confident  with  the  unitv  of  the  Britifli  Govern- 
ment,  yet  as  he  has  obviated  the  principal  dif- 
ficulties, it  would  be  both  ill-natured  and  un- 
juft  to  fpy  out  every  fmall  fault,  or  to  magnify 
objections. 

But  when  he  comes  to  give  us  the  form,  ths 
Extent  and  the  limitation  of  tbefe  Commif- 
iions  ;  nay,  when  he  ,propofes  to  circumfcribs 
the  authority  and  jurifdidtion  of  the  Britifli 
Parliament  \tklfy  even  after  it  hath  been 
flrengthened  by  the  acceflion  of  thefe  Colony- 
Reprefentatives ;  there,  I  humbly  apprehend, 
the  importance  of  the  fubject  (hould  prepon- 
derate over  mere  deference  and  complaifa^ce. 

Nay 
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Nay  I  will  go  ftill  further,  and  add,  that  if  the 
meafures  propofed  fhould  be  (hewn  to  have  a 
tendency  to  beget  endltfs  jealoufies,  quarrels, 
and  divirlons,  between  the  Morher-Country 
and  the  Colonies,  inftead  of  proving  a  means 
of  reconciliation,  and  a  center  of  union,  the 
Gentleman  himfelf,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  would 
be  among  the  firft  in  rejecting  his  own  plan. 
Let  us  therefore  now  defcend  into  particulars. 

And  I  ft,  it  is  propofed,  p^ge  u,  that  they 
(the  com mifli oners)  (hould  receive  a  commif- 
fion  in  writing  from  their  Electors,  viz.  (the 
*  AfTemblies  in  each  Province)  c<  impowering 
"  them  to  fit  and  vote  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
<c  Commons,  and  confult  with  the  King,  and 
"  the  Great  Men  of  the  K  ngdom,  and  the 
"  Commons  of  the  fame  in  Patliament  afTem- 
<c  bled,  upon  the  great  affairs  of  the  Nation,  and 
"  to  Consent  on  the  behalf  of  the  Province, 
**  for  which  they  were  chcfen,  tofuch  things  as 
4C  (hall  be  ordained  in  Parliament,  &c. 

Now  this  Form  might  pafs  very  well  among 
ourfelves  at  Home,  where  the  majority  are  not 
continually  on  the  watch  to  fpy  out  every  flaw, 
real   or  imaginary  :  But  in  regard  to  the  Colo- 

nilis, 


*  Quere,  Whether  it  is  intended  that  thre  Lower  Ho ufes 
in  each  AfTembly  fhould  have. the  fole  Right  of  voting  for  thefe 
Commiilioners  ?  Or  both  Houfe?  jointly  ?  If  the  former,  then  the 
Colony  Governments  would  become  ftill  more  demccratical  than 
they  now  are,  tho'  already  fo,  to  fuch  an  exceflive  degree,  as  to 
be  almoit  incompatible  with  an  idea  of  Monarchy,  but  if  each 
Houfe  is  to  vote  feparately,  what  jars  and  factions,  and  recipro- 
cal reproaches,  would  this  occafion !  And  how  would  they  be 
able  to  agree  r  In  fhort,  either  way,  the  profpeft  is  alarming  1 
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ftifts,  and  efpeciaily  an  Affembly  of  Colonics, 
the  cafe  is  widely  different  j  For  it  is  well  known 
that  their  wits  are  perpetually  at  work  to  avail' 
themielves  even  of  the  fhadow  of  an  Argument: 
to  oppofe  the  Right  and  Authority  of  the 
M  ;ther-country.  Therefore  they  will  immedi- 
ately feize  on  the  words  impowering  and  ccn- 
fent,  vud  reafon  after  the  following  fallacious 
in.  ;m;r  :-■-- "  The  Affemblies  who  ele&ed  the 
"  Comni'fTioners,  have  a  Right  to  inftruct 
<£  them 5  arncl  theie  instructions,  when  properly 
"  drawn  up,  are  no  other  than  fo  many  trufts 
"  or  powers  granted  to  them  from  Time  to 
*c  tme,  by  the  affembly  which  elected  them^ 
"  which  Affembly  hath  therefore  a  Right  to 
"  contract  or  enlarge1  their  CommifTion,  as  they 
€i  (hall  find  it  to  be  the  Intereft  of  the  Province 
u  fo  to  do.  Gonfequently,  if  thefe  Commif- 
6C  fioners  mould  at  any  Time  Vote  contrary  to 
"  ,their  initructions,  that  is,  to  their  commifiion, 
"  it  follows,  that  in  thefe  refpects  they  have 
fc  exceeded  the  bounds  prefcribed  by  their  Elec- 
u  tors.  Therefore,  being  themfelves  prohibi- 
"  ted  from  voting,  and  having  no  authority  to 
"  vote  in  fuch  a  Queflion,  every  Law  wherein 
*'  they  gave  their  iuffrage,  affecting  the  Interefts 
*e  of  the  Colonies  in  general,  or  any  province 
"  in  particular,  is  Ipso  Facto  Null  and  Void." 
Again.---"  The  Colony  Commiffioners  are 
"  to  give  their  confent  in  behalf  of  the  Province 
*'  for  which  they  are  chofen,  to  fuch  things  as 
"  fhall  be  ordained  in  Parliament.  This  is  the 
V  Foundation  and  Corner-Stone  of  all  theBuild- 
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**  ing  :  and  therefore,  if  fuch  cornmifiioncrs 
"  did  not  give  their  confent  in  behalf  of  the 
"  Provinces  for  which  they  were  chofen,  then 
"  it  foliows,  of  courfe  that  no  law,  affecting 
14  the  interests  of  fuch  refpeclive  Provinces,  is 
«c  obligatory,  no  tax  due  or  payable,  nor  any 
<c  regulations  made  by  the  pretended  authority 
*c  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  without  the  con- 
*'  fent  of  fuch  commifBoners,  are  to  be  at  all 
*c  regarded  by  the  American  Electors." — Thefe 
are  a  few  of  thofe  bierTed  concluiions,  which 
the  Politicians  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic 
will  certainly  draw  from  the  terms  and  expref- 
fions  contained  in  fuch  a  form.  And  what  is 
ftill  worfe,  both  our  own  hair-brained  Repub- 
licans, and  our  Mock  Patriots  at  Home  will  as 
certainly  adept  the  fame  language,  and  echo 
back  the  fame  fpecious,  tho'  falfe  allegations, 
from  one  end  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  other. 
Indeed  many  there  are,  even  among  curfelves, 
who  with  the  mod  honeft  and  upright  inten- 
tions, are  at  a  lofs  at  prefent  how  to  difintanglc 
themfelves  from  thefe  fallacious  reafonings. 
For  having  unhappily  learnt  in  Newfpaper  Dif- 
fertations,  and  from  ccffee-houfe  harangues, 
that  the  Deputies  fent  to  the  great  Council  of 
the  Nation,  are  the  mere  Attornies  of  thofe  who 
elected  them  ;  —the  inference  is  but  natural, 
that  thefe  Attornies  ought  to  do  as  they  are  bid  ; 
and  that  in  cafe  of  competition,  they  ought 
not  to  prefer  their  own  private  opinions  to  the 
judgments  of  their  conftituents.— -  I  fay,  this 
inference  is  natural  -,  nay  it  is  neceffary,  juft, 

and 
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and    true,  were   the    premifes   but  true  from 
whence  it   is  deduced. 

Wherefore,  having  often  had  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  lata 
excellent  Judge  Foiler,  that  true  friend  to  all 
reafonable  liberty,  civil  and  religious,—  I  lay, 
having  often  heard  him  difcourfmg  on  the  rife 
and  origin  of  parliaments,  I  will  venture  to  lay 
his  ftate  of  the  cafe  before  my  reader,  hoping 
that  it  may  remove  all  his  difficulties  (if  he  has 
any)  and  work  the  fame  fullnefs  of  conviction 
in  his  mind,  which  it  did  in  mine, 

"  To  reafon  accurately,  faid  this  upright  and 
"  able  lawyer,  on  the  origin  of  Parliaments,  we 
"  muft  trace  the  matter  up  to  its  conftituent 
*'  principles,  Now  the  fir  ft  idea  which  ftrikeg 
"  one  on  this  occaiion  is,  that  of  a  large  Af- 
c<  fernbiy  of  different  tribes  of  warriors,  either 
<c  preparing  for  fome  military  expedition,  or 
"  got  together,  after  a  victory,  to  fhare  the 
"  booty  and  divide  the  lands  among  the  con- 
"  querors.  When  all  are  met  together  in  one 
€f  place,  they  chufe  a  Committee  for  managing 
*?  their  affairs;  having  found  it  impracticable 
"  to  tranfact  any  bufinefs  of  confequence  in 
"  any  other  way.  Now  this  Committee,  cho- 
"  fen  by  the  whole  Nation,  actually  affemhled* 
6C  gives  us  the  fird  rude  draught  of  a  National 
*'  Parliament,  or  a  National  Council.  But  in 
**  procefs  of  time*  and  when  the  Nation  had 
ci  made  large  conquefts,  and  was  cantoned  into 
**  diftant  province?,  it  was  found  to  be  extremely 
D  «£  inconvenient 
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u  inconvenient  to  afTemble  the  whole  Nation  to- 
*c  together  into  one  place.  Therefore  the  next, 
<J  and  indeed  the  only  expedient,  was,  that  each 
*'  canton  or  each  diftrict,  which  could  afTemble 
"  (hould  be  authorifed  to  elect  a  deputy,  or 
cc  deputies,  "  not  for  itfelf  alone,  that  is  the 
*'  grand  miftake"  but  for  the  Nation  at  large 
*'  which  could  not  afTemble  ;  and  the  powers 
iC  to  be  granted  to  fuch  deputy  or  deputies,  were 
cC  juft  the  fame  as  the  nation  would  have  grant- 
*'  ed  to  them,  had  it  been  actually  afTembled, 
u  Hence  therefore  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  each 
*c  deputy  reprefents  the  whole  Nation  in  gene- 
<c  ral,  as  much  as  if  he  had  been  elected  by  the 
*'  whole  Nation ;  and  confequently  fuch  a  de- 
<c  puty  is  the  Attorney,  (if  he  mult  be  called  by 
*c  by  that  name)  not  of  any  one  particular 
<c  Tribe,  Society  or  Diftrict,  but  of  the  whole 
c<  collectively  :  So  that  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
"  his  office  to  take  care  of  the  interefts  of  all 
*'  the  people  in  general,  becaufe  he  reprefents 
<{  them  all.  Jn  ihort,  he  cannot  confiftently 
"  with  the  duty  which  he  owes  to  the  whole 
c<  pay  any  deference  to  the  requeft,  inftruction, 
**  remondrance,  or  memorial,  of  his  particular 
"  elector?,  except  in  fuch  cafes  only  wherein  he 
cc  is  conyinced  in  his  confcience,  that  the  mea- 
"  fares,  which  they  require  him  to  purfue,  are 
"  not  incompatible  with  the  public  good/' 

Thus  far  this  great  Judge  of  the  Britifh  con- 
stitution. And  tho'  many  important  inferences 
might  be  drawn  from  hence,  which  would  ef- 
fectually remove  thofe  difficulties,  with  which 

the 
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ihe  Subject  has  of  late  been  artfully  and  ftu- 
dioufly  perplexed  (and  particularly  in  the  cafe 
of  the  expuliion  *  of  a  Member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons)  yet  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with 
one  general  remark  at  prefent;  viz.  That  as 
each  clafs  of  Men,  each  Society  or  Diftridt, 
throughout  the  Britim  Empire,  areas  much  re- 
prefented  by  thofe  deputies,  whom  they  did  not 
perfonally  elecl,  as  they  are  by  thofe  whom  they 
did  ;  it  therefore  follows,  that  there  is  no  need, 
that  the  deputies,  particularly  elecled  by  them, 
mould  give  their  perfonal  confent  to  any  ads 
of  the  Legiflature  -,  becaufe  a  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority is  in  facl:  a  vote  of  the  Nation  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes. 

But  it  is  new  high  time  to  atttend  to  another 
part  of  this  Gentleman's  plan  for  admitting 
Commiffioners  from  the  Colonies  to  fit  and  vote 
in  the  Britim  Houfe  of  Commons. 

And  that  is,  adly  the  extent  of  their  com- 
miflion,  and  indeed  the  boundary  line  prefcribed 
to  the  Britim  Parliament  itfelf,  yrheoever  it  (hall 
interfere  in  American  affairs.  For  it  feems  (fee 
p.  14.)  "  That  this  legiflative  power  of  Parlia- 
c'  ment  fhould  be  exercifed  but  feldom,  and  on 
"  occafions   of  great  peceffity.      Whatever  re- 

"  lated 


*  Surely  the  Nation  might  have  expelled  Mr.  Wilkes,  or 
have  ftruck  his  name  out  of  the  lift  of  Committee,  had  it  been 
affembled,  and  had  it  thought  proper  fo  to  do.  What  then 
ihould  hinder  the  Deputies  of  the  Nation  from  doing  the  fame 
thing  ?  And  which  ought  to  prevail  in  this  cafe,  the  Nation 
in  general,  or  the  County  of  Middlesex? 
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*'  lated  to  the  internal  government  of  any  pu- 
c<  ticular  Colony  (fuch  as  railing  the  neceilary 
M  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  its  civil  government, 
«c  palling  laws  for  building  bridges,  or  Churches, 
*•■  or  Barracks,  or  other  public  Edifices)  ihould 
"  be  left  to  the  Governor  and  Ailembly  of  that 
u  Colony  to  traoiacl  among  themfelves,  unlets 
<c  in  cafes  where  the  domestic  difientions  of  the 
"  Colony  put  a  flop  to  public  bulinefs,  and 
*'  created  a  kind  of  neceffity  for  the  interpoii- 
rt  ticn  of  the  fupreme  Legiilature.  But  when 
<f  any  general  Tax  was  to  be  impoied  upon  all 
«f  the  American  Colonies  for  the  fupport  of  a 
m  war,  or  any  other  fuch  general  purpofe ;  or 
M  any  new  law  was  to  be  made  to  regulate  the 
«c  Trade  of  all  the  Colonies;  or  to  appoint  the 
•«  meibods  by  which  debts  owing  from  the  In- 
si  habitants  of  one  Colony  to  tnofe  of  another, 
*•  pr  ot  Great-Britain,  ihould  be  recovered  ;  or 
*■  to  direct  the  manner  of  bringing  Criminals 
«c  to  j  anMce  who  have  fled  from  one  Colony  to 
ft  another;  o:  to  fettle  the  manner  of  quarter- 
;  the    K  Troops    in    the    kveral    Co- 

*■  U  :    of  levying  Troops  in  them,  and 

er  each  Colony  ihould  contribute; 
«:  or   to  fett  propotttooabJc  values  or  dif- 

[hould  be  made  current  in  the 
etlaolnh  a  general 
«  Pj  ■_  [       9  onei  ca  ;  or  for 

s  to  for 
Authority 

be- 
tween 
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tween  thefe  two  contending  powers,  the  Eritifli 
Parliament,  and  the  Provincial  Afftmhlui ; — 
a  barrier,  which  mud  be  held  i'o  f acred  by  both 
parties,  as  to  limit  their  refpeclive  pretenfions, 
and  to  extinguifh  all  farther  claims.  Let  us 
therefore  fee  how  well  this  fcheme  is  calculated 
to  anfwer  to  fuch  good  purpofes. 

And  firft  it  is  faid,  that  the  Parliament  ought 
to  interfere  but  feldom ;  and  then  only  en  oc- 
cafions  of  great  neceffity.  Now  here  permit 
me  to  afk,  who  are  to  be  the  Judges  of  what  is 
feldom,  or  what  is  frequent  ?  Moreover,  who 
is  to  determine  between  the  Parliament  and  the 
Provincial  Affemblics,  when  there  is  a  great 
neceflity  for  the  interference  of  the  former,  and 
when  there  is  but  a  litlecne,  or  none  at  all  ? — 
Obvious  it  is,  to  all  the  World,  that  thefe  jea- 
lous rivals  will  never  fettle  fuch  points  among 
themfelves;  and  if  they  will  not  fettle  them,  in- 
deed if  they  cannot,  who  is  to  be  their  commmon 
Umpire  or  Referee  ?  Befides,  granting  even 
that  this  difficulty  could  be  got  over  in  fome 
degree,  another  formidable  one  immediately 
(tarts  up  like  another  Hydra  ;  viz.  What  are 
thefe  Colony- Agents  to  do  in  our  Houfe  of 
Commons,  when  no  Colony-bufinefs  happens 
to  be  tranfacted  ?  Are  they  to  remain  as  to 
many  Mutes,  without  (peaking  a  word,  or 
giving  a  fingle  vote  for  week  ,  or  months,  or 
perhaps  for  a  whole  feffi  ^n  together  ? — Or  ar« 
they  to  fit  and  vote  in  all  British  caufes,  great 
or  fmall ;  notwithstanding  that  the  British  Se- 
nators are  precluded  from  yoting,  excepting  in 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary  cafes,  in  refpecl:  to  the  Colonies  $ 
In  either  cafe  here  feems  to  be  fomething  intro- 
duced into  the  Britiuh  conftitution  of  a  very 
heterogeneous  nature;  fomething  very  repug- 
nant to  that  unity  of  government,  which  the 
Gentleman  himfelf  allows  ought  to  be  preferred 
to  every  other  confideration ;  And  I  will  add 
further,  that  if  the  Colony  Commiffioners  are 
to  fit  and  vote  in  all  our  caufes,  tho'  our  Britifh 
Reprefentatives  are  retrained  from  voting  in 
theirs,  perhaps  ninety-nine  times  in  an  hun- 
dred, this  will  be  the  fetting  up  of  one  of  the 
mod  partial,  unequal,  and  unjuft  (yftems  of 
pacifications,  that  ever  yet  appeared  in  the 
World. 

We  therefore  proceed  to  another  weighty 
objection  againft  the  prefent  plan. — The  terms 
of  this  new  compact  are  declared  to  be,  that 
the  Colony  Affembiiesfhall  be  inverted  with  the 
right  of  internal  and  Provincial  jurifdiction  and 
Legiilaticn  -3  while  the  Britiili  Parliament,  even 
after  the  Acceiiion  of  thefe  80  Colony  Com-* 
miffioners.  (hail  be  content  to  retain  only  that 
which  is  external  and  general.— — r—  But  here 
alas  1  the  very  fame  difficulties  return  which 
preffed  (0  hard  before :  For  who  is  to  judgq 
between  the  Britiili  parliament  and  the  Provin- 
cial Affemblies  in  thefe  refpe&s  ?  Who  will 
venture  to  afcertain  in  every  cafe  what  is  exter- 
nal and  general  ;  and  what  is  merely  internal 
and  provincial  ?  Nay  indeed,  may  not  the  very 
fojnfc  things  juilly  pafs  under  both  denomina- 
s,  according  as  they  are  feen  from  different 

points 
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points  of  view?  Surely  they  may;  and  to 
convince  any  man  of  this,  let  him  attend  to  the 
very  catalogue  of  articles,  with  which  this 
Gentleman  hath  himfelf  prefented  us.  For  at 
page  14,  he  obferves,  u  That  whatever  related 
*c  to  the  internal  govcrnnent,  of  any  particular 
"  Colony,  mould  be  left  to  the  Governor  and 
«f  Affembly  of  that  Colony  to  tranfact  among 
<c  themfelves  y  among  which  articles  belong- 
ing to  internal  government  he  enumerates  the 
building  of  Barracks,  and  of  other  Public  Edi- 
fices -y  and  yet  both  he  and  every  man  muft  al- 
low, that  the  building  of  Barracks,  of  Forts  and 
Fortreffes,  the  making  of  King's  Docks  and  ca- 
reening places  for  the  Navy,  the  laying  out  ©f 
military  roads,  and  the  providing  of  magazines 
for  provifions  and  military  (tores,  considered  in. 
another  view,  are  of  a  general  nature ,  in  the 
erection  and  prefervation  of  which,  the  whole 
Britifli  Empire  is  deeply  interefted.  And  yet 
were  the  Britifli  Parliament  to  frame  laws,  and 
to  levy  taxes  on  the  Americans  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  what  outcries  would  immediately  be 
raifed  againft  the  Mother- Country !  Every 
Fortrefs,  nay  every  Barrack,  would  be  described 
as  an  odious  badge  of  flavery ;  and  every  little 
Magazine  would  be  termed  a  monumennt  of 
tyranny  and  defpotic  power,  and  a  prerogative 
for  defraying  the  few  liberties  that  were  left, 
Again,  at  the  bottom  of  the  fame  Page,  he 
declares,  that  the  authority  of  Parliament 
mould  be  employed  in  fettling  the  manner  c-f 
quartering  the  King's  troops  in  the  feveral  Colo- 
nies* 
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nies.  I  will  not  object  to  the  interpofition  of  Par- 
liament ib  fuch  a  cafe:  For  I  well  know,  that 
if  the  Parliament  did  not  interfere,  the  troops 
would  very  often  have  no  quarters  at  all ;  and 
yet  this  very  circumftance  would  afford  an 
American  Affembly  the  mod  inviting  oppor- 
tunity for  exclamation  and  oppofition.  "  What ! 
<c  the  Britifh  Parliament  to  take  upon  them  the 
"  manner  of  quartering  troops  in  our  own 
"  Province,  and  on  our  own  Inhabitants  !  who 
«c  fo  proper  Judges  as  ourfelves,  when  or  where, 
*'  or  after  what  manner,  they  mould  be  quar- 
"  tered  ?  And  how  came  the  Gentlemen,  met 
<c  at  Westminster,  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
M  circumftances  of  our  People,  and  the  fituation 
*'  of  places,  better  than  we  who  refide  on  the 
«  fpot?  No!  Thefe  acts  of  the  British  Par^. 
<c  liament  are  all  barefaced  encroachments  on 
tf  our  liberties,  and  open  violations  of  our 
*c  Rights  and  Properties ;  they  are  the  chains 
ts  which  our  pretended  protectors,  but  in  reality 
cc  our  Egyptian  tafk-mafters,  have  been  long 
c<  forging  for  us.  Let  therefore  all  unite  and 
<c  manfully  refill  them ;  let  us  poftpone  the  pay- 
"  ing  of  debts,  and  enter  intoa  general  afTociati- 
*c  on  to  refufe  their  goods,  to  diftrefs  their  trade, 
€e  and  to  harrafs  our  cruel  enemies  by  every  me- 
*c  thod  in  our  power;  and  if  we  are  thus 
<c  united,  they  muft  yield,  as  they  did  before/' 
In  (hurt  it  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  all  the 
topics  which  fuch  a  fcheme  as  this  Gentleman 
has  propofed,  would  certainly  furnidi  to  every 
popular  Decl aimer  in  every  popular  Affembly; 

and 
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and  the  more  improbable,  the  more  ahfurd  and 
unjuft  his  harangues  were  in  point  of  found 
argument  and  juft  reaf  >ning  ;  (o  much  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  the  more  greedily  would  they 
be   received. 

However,  there  is  one  point  more  which  I 
cannot  omit,  becaufe  it  will  throw  a  further 
light  on  this  matter,  and  difclofe  a  new  fcene 
of  patriotic  manoeuvres,  and  the  wiles  of  Po- 
liticians:  at  page  13,  this  author  lays  down 
a  general  rule  for  the  conduct  of  parliament 
with  refpect  to  America,  "  That  it  ought 
ic  to  be  made  a  (landing  order  of  both  Houfes 
"  of  Parliament,  never  to  pafs  any  law,  whe- 
"  ther  for  impofmg  a  tax,  or  for  regulating 
*'  trade,  or  for  any  other  purpofe  whatfoever 
*£  relating  to  any  of  the  American  Colonies,  'till 
"  one  whole  year  after  the  firft  reading  of  the 
*c  bill ;  unlefs  it  be  to  renew  forne  expiring 
"  laws  of  great  importance,  and  of  immediate 
"  and  urgent  neceffity,  i'uch  as  the  act  for 
"  billeting  the  King's  Troops,  and  perhaps 
ec  fome  few  others  that  might  be  fpecially  ex- 
e<  cepted  in  the  order." 

This  is  the  reftfi&ich  in  point  of  time^ 
which  our  author  propofes  to  lay  on  the  Par- 
liament of  Great-Britain.  il  Thty  never  muft 
"  pafs  any  law  for  impofing  a  tax  'till  one 
*'  whole  year  after  the  fir  ft  reading  of  the  bill:" 
Why  ?— In  order  to  give  the  feveral  Colonies 
"  an  opportunity  of  making  proper  reprelenta- 
*f  lions  again-ft  lt.and  to  prevent  she  Parliament 
E  «*  itom 
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"  from  making  injudicious  laws,  not  fuifed 
<c  to  the  condition  of  the  Colonies."  A  fine 
contrivance  truly  !  and  a  mod  effectual  expe- 
dient to  prevent  the  Parliament  from  ever 
making  any  laws  to  oblige  the  Americans  to 
discharge  their  duty  towards  their  Mother- 
Country  :  For  this  Gentleman  might  have 
known,  indeed  it  is  hardly  pofiible,  that  the 
fad:  could  have  efcaped  his  notice,  had  he  re- 
collected it,  that  this  very  circumftance  of  a 
year's  procrastination  was  the  main  engine  em- 
ployed to  batter  down  the  late  ftamp-act. 
When  the  duty  on  ftarnps  was  firft  propofed, 
,the  Americans  made  as  little  objection  to  it,  as 
could  be  fuppofed  to  be  made  to  any  new  tax 
whatever,  Nay,  feveral  of  their  popular  Ora- 
tors and  Leaders  ufed  considerable  intereft  to  be 
employed  as  Agents  in  the  diitribution  of  thefe 
ftamps :  and  one  among  the  reft,  whom  I  need 
not  name,  ivas  more  than  ordinary  aflidious  in 
his  application  on  this  head  :  So  that  had  the 
Act  paffed  within  the  ufual  time,  inftead  of 
being  a  flaming  American  Patriot,he  would  pro- 
bably have  acted  the  part  of  a  Tax-Gatherer 
and  an  American  Publican.  But  when  the  outs 
and  the  pouters  on  this  fide  the  water,  faw  the 
advantage  which  the  Minifter  gave  them  by  a 
whole  year's  delay,  they  eagerly  feized  the  op- 
portunity ;  EmilTaries  and  Agents  were  dif- 
patched  into  all  quarters  j — the  Newspapers 
were  filled  with  invectives  againft  the  new- 
intended  Tax.  It  was  injudicious ! — it  was  ill- 
timed  !~oppreffive  ! — tyrannical ! — and  every 

thing 
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thing  that  was  bad  !  letters  upon  letters  were 
wrote  to  America  to  excite  the  Peopje  to  afib* 
date,  to  remonftraie,  and  even  to  revolt.  The 
mod:  ample  promifes  were  made  from  hence, 
of  giving  them  all  the  affiftance  which  faction, 
and  clamour,  and  mock-patriotifm,  could  muf- 
ter  up.  And  then  it  was  that  this  very  man, 
this  (elf-  in  tended  Publican,  changed  fides,  and 
commenced  a  zealous  Patriot :  Then  he  ap- 
peared at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
cry  down  that  very  meafure  which  he  himfelf 
bad  efpoufed;  and  then,  as  the  avenging 
Angel  of  America* 

"  He  rode  in  the  Whirlwind  to  dirc£t  the  Storm.'* 

Well,  the  ftorm  fell  on  the  Minifter  for  the 
time  being,  and  overfet  him.  Our  Outs  at 
Home  became,  the  Ins  ;  and  the  dorm  having 
now  done  its  bufinefs,  they  had  no  further  oc- 
cafion  for  it,  were  its  mod  obedient  humble 
Servants,  and  wimed  it  to  fubiide.  But  here 
they  found  themfelves  egregicuily  miflaken. 
For  the  Americans  had,  in  their  turn,  learnt  the 
art  of  making  tools  of  them,  inflead  of  being 
made  tools  by  them  :  fo  thst  having  been  taught 
by  thefe  Preceptors  to  feel  their  own  weight 
and  independance,  they  were  not  to  be  wheedled 
by  foothing  and  cajoling  letters  to  give  over 
their  enterprize,  or  to  become  a  tractable,  obe- 
dient People  for  the  future,  In  fhort,  hence  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  even  during  the  continuance 
of  this  new  and  favourite  administration,  the 
American  fpirit  was  rifing  all  the  while,  inftead 

of 
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pf  finking.  And  as  like  caufes  will  always  pro- 
duce like  effects,  efpecially  (ince  things  have 
been  differed  to  grow  to  fuch  an  height,  evident 
it  ,s  to  common  fenfe,  that  any  future  attempt 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament  to  levy  a  tax  on  Ame- 
rica, will  meet  with  do  better  a  fate  than  the 
Stamp- Ad  has  done.  Moreover  a  years  de- 
lay in  laying  it  on  will  be  juft  fo  much  time 
given  thG  Colonies  to  prepare  for  battle ;  and 
Wue  to  that  adminiftration  which  (hall  propofe 
it  |  for  they  will  certainly  be  overturned  by  the 
fame  arts  and  managements  which  the  former 
Were,  and  with  much  greater  eaie. 

I  (h  >uld  now  have  done  with  this  Gentle- 
rmn's  scheme,  were  it  not  that  I  find  him,  at 
page  28,  making  a  kind  of  apology  to  the  Ame- 
ricans tor  the  ccnducl  of  our  parliament  in  pay- 
ing the  K  ng's  debts  of  his  civil  Hit,  And  I  own 
my  kit  rru  re  hurt  by  this  paragraph,  than  by 
ail  the  reft  of  his  pamphk-t :  for  as  I  am  tho- 
roughly perfuaded,  he  wrote  from  conviction,, 
and  n  t  from  any  finifter  views,  one  is  forry  to 
find  fo  able,  fo  honeit,  and  upright  a  man, 
carried  away  by  the  torrent  of  the  times  to 
fuch  a  d  gree,  as  to  adopt  notions,  which  are 
almcft  too  crude  for  a  club  of  Livery  Poli- 
ticians met  in  iome  blind  alley  at  a  city  ale- 
houfe.  His  words  are  theie  :— "  It  is  certain, 
"  that  no  iuch  (exorbitant)  grants  as  are  above 
*'  m  ntioned  have  beenmade^unlefs  in  thefingle 
1f  initance  of  the  fum  of  513  oool.  granted  to 
1*  his  prefent  Majefty  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
t!  debts  of  his  civil  iiii     And  in   this   cafe   I 

6t  can 
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"  can  eafily  fuppofe,  that  a  motive  of  com- 
€<  paffion  for  a  number  of  innocent  perfons 
"  who  would  otherwise  have  been  fufterers  from 
4t  that  load  upon  his  Majefly's  revenue,  and 
**  an  affectionate  defire  of  relieving  their  ex- 
*s  ceilent  Sovereign  (who  has  in  no  inflanceen- 
tf  deavoured  to  violate  the  liberties  of  his  Sub» 
<c  jecls)  from  the  unworthy  freights  and  in- 
€i  conveniences,  ill  becoming  the  royal  dignity, 
ct  into  which  fome  of  his  miniilers  had  brought 
**  him  by  the  injudicious  management  of  hisre- 
"  venue,  may  have  induced  many  members  of 
*s  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  conknt  to  this 
"  grant,  without  any  view  to  their  own  private 
f?  intereft ;  though  at  the  fame  time  I  ac- 
€s  knowledge  it  to  be,  conftdering  all  its  cir- 
*5  cumfiances,  a  dangerous  compliance,  and 
f1  not  worthy  to  be  drawn  into  example/' 

Now  if  the  compliance  of  the  Parliaoient 
in  discharging  this  debt  was  dangerous,  tiie 
reafon  muft  be,  becaufe  the  circuinftauce  of 
contracting  the  debt  itfclf  was  really  infamous  ; 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  avowed,  but  had 
better  be  fuppreffed  in  tendernefs  to  the  rcyai 
caufe.  But  can  this  author  point  cat  any  fuch 
infamous  circum dances,  if  he  were  minded  to 
make  the  difcovery  ? — 1  dare  anfwer  for  him, 
that  he  cannot.  And  as  I  will  not  iuppcfe  that 
he  has  more  tales  to  tell  than  any  other  private 
Gentleman,  or  much  lefs  than  he  himfelf  was 
an  accomplice  in,  or  privy  to  any  inch  icenes 
of  iniquity  as  arc  here  infinuated. — -I  will  now 
undertake  to  prove  to  him  and  the  World,  how 

as 
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as  great  a  debt  as  this,  nsy  a  much  greater^ 
might  have  been  contracted  in  the  fpace  often 
years,  without  the  lead:  impeachment  of  wafte, 
profufion,  mifmanagement,  or  any  other  mif- 
applicaticn  whatfoever. 

Every  office,  dignity,  rank,  or  ftation  has  a 
certain  character  to  fu'ftain,  which  neceffarily 
requires  a  correfpondent  train  of  expences ; 
fo  that  whether  you  confider  the  demands  upon 
a  King  with  a  falary  of  8oo,©ooL  a  year,  or 
the  demands  on  a  private  Gentleman  with  only 
a  clear  rental  of  8ool.  a  year,  the  fcale  of  ex- 
pences muft  be  proportionate,  the  demands 
and  expences  being  relative  one  to  the  other. 

We  will  therefore  reafon  on  what  we  are  moft 
converfant  with,  (and  with  refpect  to  which  we 
may  be  allowed  to  be  competent  judges)  viz. 
on  the  cafe  of  a  young  Gentleman  of  a  refpec- 
table  ancient  family,  juft  come  to  take  pofleiion 
of  an  Eftate,  which  clears  him  800I.  a  year. 

ift.  Therefore,  being  appointed  Sheriff  of 
ihe  County,  he  muft  and  ought  to  go  through 
that  expenfive  office  in  fuch  manner  as  would 
reflect  no  difgrace  on  himfelf,  or  the  refpe&a- 
ble  family  from  which  he  is  defcended  (and 
the  cffice  of  Sheriff  belonging  to  a  private 
Gentleman  is  of  much  the  &me  import  in  point 
of  expence,  as  the  circumftances  of  a  corona- 
tion in  refpect  to  Majefty.) 

2dly.  Many  deaths  and  funerals  within  the 
above  mentioned  period  create  another  article 
of  expence,  which  mull:  be  borne  5  with  this 
peculiar  circumftance  attending  it,  that  tho'  he 

mud 
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imift  bury  a  grandfather  fuitably  to  his  rank, 
alfo  an  uncle,  aunts,  a  brother  and  fitters,— 
yet  he  himfelf  acquires  no  addition  of  fortune 
by  their  deceafes. 

gdly.  Several  marriages  in  the  family,  and 
his  own  *  in  particular,  bring  on  a  third  charge, 
which  furely  in  reafon  and  confeience  ought 
not  to  be  objected  to. 

4thly.  Six  or  feven  Chriftenings  and  lyings- 
in,  expenfive  articles  in  all  families,  necerTari- 
ly  happen  from  the  circumftance  of  the  cafe  to 
be  peculiarly  expenfive  in  this  s  and  yet  neither 
the  young  Gentleman  himfelf,  nor  any  of  his 
friends  and  well- withers  to  the  family,  ought 
to  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  wifhed  to  have 
faved  thefe  extraordinary  charges. 

5thly.  A  train  of  unexpected  vifitants  bring 
on  another  heavy  load ;  and  though  they  were 
not  invited,  yet,  as  they  chofe  to  come,  they 
mud  be  received  with  an  hofpkality  fuitable  to 

his 


*  Some  fhrewd  Politicians  have  been  wife  enough  to  aik, 
why  did  not  his  Majeity  marry  a  large  fortune,  in  order  to 
reimburfe  fome  of  thefe  expences ? — What  large  fortune 
would  thefe  Wifeacres  have  wifhed  him  to  have  married  ?  A 
Dutchy  or  Principality  on  the  Continent,  in  order  to  engage 
us  ftill  more  in  Continental  meafures  ? — Or  was  it  to  be  a 
large  landed  Eftate  at  home,  to  be  annexed  to  the  Crown,  like 
another  Dutchy  of  Lancailer? — This  would  have  a  fine  influ- 
ence on  Electioneering,  and  Englifh  liberties. ---But  perhaps 
they  meant,  that  he  mould  have  gone  into  the  City,  and  have 
paid  his  addreffes  to  Mifs  Plumb e,  the  rich  Grocer's  daugh- 
ter, or  to  Mifs  Rescounters  the  heirefs  of  the  great  Broker 
in  Change-Alley.  And  to  be  fure,  fuch  a  match  as  this 
would  haVe  correfponded  rarely  well  with  the  fublime  ideas  of 
^Gity-politics.  Our  antient  Nobility  would  have  been  delighted 
in  giving  the  precedency  to  fuch  Hluftjious  Princes  of  the 
feloed. 


42      G  R  E  A  T  -  B  R  I  T  A  I  M 

his  and  their  dignity,  and  the  relation  of  friend- 
fhip  and  family-ties,  fubfifting  between  them* 
Add  to  this,  6thly,  the  uncommon  dear- 
nefs  of  all  forts  of  prbvifions*  which  for  fomc 
years  pair  hath  exceeded  any  thing  known  in 
former  times  ;  and  which  alone  hath  actually 
fweiled  tha  amount  of  H  ufe-keeping  in  every 
family  to  a  very  conllderable  fum. 

Now  the  young  Gentleman  having  fupported 
himfelf  under  theie  feveral  prefTures  and  grow- 
ing expences  for  ten  years  together,  at  laft  is 
obliged  to  requefl  his  neareft  friends  and  dearell: 
relations  to  grant  him  fome  afliftance  $  becaufe 
he  is  513I.  Or  almoft  three  quarters  of  a  year 
in  debt.  Heavens !  what  a  fum !  and  is  this 
all  againft  which  fuch  loud  outcries  have  been 
raifed  ?  yes  this  is  all !  Indignant  reader,  who- 
ever thou  art,  Englifhman  or  American,  lay 
thy  hand  on  thy  heart,  and  afk  thyfeif  this 
plain  queftion,  what  wouldft  thou  have  thought 
of  fuch  a  young  Man,  had  he  been  thine  own 
Son,  thy  Grandfon,  or  the  heir-apparent  of 
thy  fortune  ?  And  what  fort  of  treatment 
would  he  have  deferved  at  thy  hands  ?  There- 
fore, mutato  nomine. — But  I  will  add  no  more  i 
Let  Nature  and  humanity,  jurtice  and  equity, 
plead  their  own  caufe. 

We  have  now, I  think,very  fufrkientlydifcufTed 
every  part  of  this  gentleman's  plan:  nay,  we  have 
amply  and  particularly  fhewn,  that  his  apology 
to  the  Americans  in  behalf  of  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament, for  paying  the  arrears  of  his  Majefty'g 
Civil  Lift,  was  quite  a  needlefs  thing.     For  if 

no 


and      AMERTC  A>  43 

no  ftronger  proofs  can  be  brought  of  their  ve* 
nality  and  corruption  than  this  inftance,  they 
itill  may  be  fafely  trufted  with  the  guardianfhip 
of  thofe  liberties  and  properties,  which  they 
have  hitherto  not  only  preierved,  but  alfo 
ftrengthened  and  encreafed  to  a  degree  un- 
known before  in  this,  or  any  other  country.  In 
one  word  the  fchcme  of  an  union  under  our 
prefent  confideration,  is  of  fuch  a  nature*  as 
would  neceffarily  tend  to  exafperate  both  par- 
ties, inftead  of  mollifying  or  reconciling  either^ 
and  as  the  Americans  have  already  given  us  to 
underftandj  both  in  their  Provincial  AfTemblies^ 
and  at  their  General  Congreffes,  that  they  will 
not  accept  of  an  union  with  us  %  and  as  Great- 
Britain  ought  not  to  petition  for  it  $  furely 
more  need  not  be  added  for  laying  the  fcherne 
ailde.  Indeed  the  Gentleman  himfelf,  towards 
the  clofe  of  his  pamphlet,  expreffes  but  little 
hopes  of  its  fuccefs :  for,  after  all,  the  bed 
ufe  he  can  put  it  to,  feems  to  be  the  juftifica- 
lion  of  the  Mother-Country  in  declaring  war 
againft  the  Colonies*  in  order  to  oblige  them 
to  fubmit  to  her  authority*  and  to  return  to 
their  obedience,  So  that  this  fcherne  of  paci- 
fication is  to  end  in  a  war  at  laft.  Therefor© 
we  are  now  come  to  confider  the 

THIRD     PLAN, 

The  expediency  of  having  recourfe  to  arms^ 
m  order  to  compel  the  Colonies  to  fubmit  to 
die  authority  and  jurifdidion  of  the  fuprem© 
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council  of  the  Brltifh  Empire,  the  Parliament 
of  Great-Britain. 

In  regard  to  which  important  point,  the 
gentleman  reafons  after  the  following  manner  i 
*— "  after  fuch  an  offer  (of  an  union,  as  above 
c*  defcribed)  and  the  contemptuous  refufal  of 
<c  it  by  the  Colonies,  we  may  well  fuppofe,  that 
"  they  (the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain)  will 
*c  act  as  one  man,  to  fupport  the  juft  and  law- 
€C  ful,  and  neceffary  authority  of  the  fupreme 
u  Legiflature  of  the  Britifli  Nation  over  all  the 
*'  Dominions  of  the  Crown.  The  juftice  of  their 
*{  caufe  will  give  vigour  to  their  meafures ;  and 
u  the  Colonies  that  mall  have  the  folly  and  pre- 
"  fumption  to  refill  them,  will  be  quickly  re- 
<c  duced  to  cbedience/' 

It  is  poflible,  nay  indeed  it  is  very  probable, 
that  if  a  war  was  to  be  fpeedily  undertaken 
before  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  had  been  too 
much  exhaufled  of  their  inhabitants,  emigrating 
to  North- America,-— the  forces  of  the  Mother- 
Country  might  prevail,  and  America,  however 
unwilling,  be  forced  to  fubmit.  But  alas!  victo- 
ry alone  is  but  a  poor  eompenfation  for  all  the 
blood  and  treafure  which  mud  be  fpilt  on  fuch 
an  occafion*  Not  to  mention,  that  after  a 
conquer!  of  their  country,  the  Americans  would 
certainly  be  lefs  difpofed,  even  than  they  are  at 
prefent,  to  become  our  good  cuftomers,  and 
to  take  our  manufactures  in  return  for  thofe  in- 
juries and  oppreffions  which  they  had  fuffered 
from  us : — i  fay,  injuries  and  oppreffions;  be- 
saufe  the  Colonies  would  raoft   undoubtedly 

give 
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give  no  fofter  an  appellation  to  this  Conqueft, 
tho'  perhaps  it  would  be  no  other  in  itfelf,  than 
a  juft  chaftifcment  for  the  manifold  offences 
they  bad  committed.  Moreover,  as  the  Ameri- 
cans are  endeavouring  even  at  pr.fent  to  fet  up 
all  forts  of  mechanic  trades  in  order  to  rival  us, 
or  at  leait  to  fuperfede  the  ufe  of  our  manu^ 
fact  ares  in  their  country,- --can  any  m^o  fup- 
pofe,  that  their  ardor  for  felting  up  manufac- 
tures would  be  abated,  by  their  being  forced  to 
deal  at  the  one  only  European  (hop,  which  they 
moft  deteftcd  ? 

But  what  is  ftill  worfe,  if  poffible,--- though 
the  Britifh  troops  might  ever-run  theg«-eat  Con- 
tinent of  North- America  at  fir  ft,  it  doth  by  no 
means  follow,  that  they  could  be  able  to  main* 
tain  a  iuperiority  in  it  afterwards  for  any  length 
of  time  -,  and  my  reafon  is,  becaufe  the  go- 
verning of  a  countiy  after  a  peace,  is  a  much 
more  arduous  tafk,  in  certain  circumfianees, 
than  the  conquering  it  during  a  war.  Thus 
for  example,  when  a  peace  tnfues  (and  furely 
it  is  not  intended  that  we  {hall  be  forever  in  a 
ft  ate  of  war)  then  a  civil  conftitution  or  tome 
kind  or  other  muft  neceffariiy  be  eftabliflied  ; 
and  in  the  cafe  before  us,  there  feems  to  be  no 
other  alternative,  but  either  the  permitting  the 
Colonies  to  enjoy  once  more  thefe  advan- 
tages of  EnglilV  Liberty,  and  of  an  Englifli 
Conftitution,  which  they  had  forfeited  ;  or 
clfe  a  refolution  to  govern  them  for  the 
future   by  arbitrary  fway  and  defpotic  power. 

If 
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If  the  latter  fhould  be  the  plan  adopted, 
I  then  humbly  fubmit  it  to  be  duly  weighed 
and  confidered,  what  a  baneful  influence  this 
Government  a  la  pruffe,  would  have  on  every 
other  part  of  the  Britifli  Empire.  England 
free,  and  America  in  chains !  And  how  fcon 
would  /he  enflaved  part  of  the  Conftitution, 
and  perhaps  the  greater,  contaminate  the  free 
and  the  leffer  ?  Nay,  as  America  was  found  tq 
increafe  in  ftrength  and  numbers,  an  army 
of  Englifh-born  foldiers  (for  no  others  could  be 
irufted)  firft  of  50,000,  and  afterwards  per- 
haps of  1 00,000,  would  fearcely  be  fufficient 
to  keep  theft  turbulent  fpirits  in  awe,  and  to 
prevent  them,  at  fuch  a  prodigious  diftance 
from  the  center  of  Government,  from  break- 
ing out  into  infurredtions  and  rebellions  at 
every  favourable  opportunity.  But  if  the 
former  were  to  prevail,  and  a  return  of  Englifli 
Liberties  was  again  to  take  place,  irmufi  alfo 
follow,  that  the  fyftem  of  trials  by  juries 
mull:  return  with  them  :  and  then,  when  Ame- 
rica (hall  grow  ftronger  and  Wronger  every  day, 
and  England  proportionably  weaker,  how  is  an 
Infurrection  to  be  quelled  in  America  ?  and 
what  Englifli  officer,  civil  or  military,  would 
dare  to  do  it  ?  Nay,  I  afk  further,  granting  that 
he  was  fo  brave,  or  rather  fo  fool-hardy,  as  to 
attempt  to  do  his  duty,  who  is  to  protect  him 
in  the  execution  of  his  office  ?  Or  how  is  he 
to  be  preferved,  by  due  forms  of  law,  againft 
ihe  determination  of  an    American    jury  ?   a 

UirmiU  is  excited;- the   military  is  called 

forth  a 
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forth  ;— the  foldiers  are  infulted  ; — many  per- 
haps wounded,  and  fome  even  killed.  The 
patience  of  the  officers  worn  out,  and  in  their 
own  defence,  they  are  obliged  to  give  the  word 
of  command  to  fire.  The  relations  of  thofe 
who  fell  by  this  fire,  bring  on  an  appeal  of 
blood,  The  American  jury  find  the  officers 
who  commanded,  and  perhaps  the  whole  corps 
who  fired,  guilty  of  wilful  murder ;  and  then 
all  the  power  of  the  Crown,  legally  exerted,  is 
notable  to  fave  the  lives  of  theie  peer  innocent 
men.  Pitiable  fure  is  fuch  a  cafe;  and  yet  it 
is  a  cafe  which  would  and  mud  frequently  then 
happen  in  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  accord- 
ing to  our  legal  conftitution. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  laid,  that  American 
juries  are  as  confeientious  as  other  juries  in 
bringing  in  their  verdicls  according  to  law; 
and  that  it  is  very  uncharitable  even  to  fuppofe 
the  contrary.— Be  it  fo:  But  the  queftion  here 
turns  on,  What  will  be  the  fuggefiicn  of  con- 
fcience  in  the  bread  of  an  American  on  fuch 
an  occafion  ? — What  would  be  his  ideas  of 
law,  juflice,  or  equity,  when  England  and 
America  flood  in  competition  r— certainly, 
if  ever  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  mould 
come  (and  they  are  almoft  come  already)  to  be 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  Britiili  parliament  hath 
no  right  to  make  laws  either  to  tax  or  to  go- 
vern them  (and  the  having  once  beaten  them 
will  not  be  taken  as  a  convincing  proof  that 
we  always  have  either  the  right  or  the  power 
to   beat   them)    then   every  attempt   towards 

throwing 
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throwing  off  this  odious  yoke,  would  appear  in 
their  eye,  as  lo  many  noble  draggles  for  the 
cauie  of  liberty :  and  therefore  the  bafe 
Englifh  hireling,  who  would  dare  to  injure  this 
facred  caufe,  deferved  to  die  a  thoufanci  deaths. 
Such  undoubtedly  would  be  the  language,  and 
fuch  the  fentiments  of  the  great  majority  of 
Americans  whenever  fuch  a  cafe  mould  happen, 
In  a  word,  an  erroneous  conference,  and  a 
falfe  seal,  would  have  juft  the  fame  bad  effects 
in  the  new  world  refpecling  civil  government, 
as  they  formerly  had  in  the  old,  in  regard  to 
religion  :  And  therefore,  either  way,  whether 
we  mould  treat  thefe  Americans  as  an  eniiaved 
people,  or  whether  we  mould  re  ft  ore  to  them, 
after  a  conquer!,  the  fame  conftitution  which 
we  enjoy  ourselves,  the  final  event  would  come 
to  this, — That  England  would  be  the  greater! 
fufferer  ;  and  that  America  is  not  to  be  governed 
againll  its  own  inclinations.  Wherefore  let  us 
now  new  ccme  to  the 

F  O  U  R  T  H     P  L  A  N, 

Viz.  To  content  that  America  mould  become 
the  general  ieat  of  Empire,  and  that  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  fhould  be  governed 
by  Vice- Roys  lent  over  from  the  Court  Refi- 
dencies  either  at  Philadelphia,  or  New- York, 
or  at  feme  other  American  Imperial,  City. 

Now,  wild  as  fuch  a  fcheme  may  appear, 
there  are  certainly  fome  Americans  who  ferioufly 
embrace  it :  and  the  late  prodigious  fwarms 
of  Emigrants  encourage  them  to  fuppofe,  that 
a  time  is  approaching,  when  the  Seat  of  Em- 
pire 
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pire  muft  be  changed.  Bat  whatever  events 
may  be  in  the  womb  of  time,  or  whatever 
revolutions  may  happen  in  the  rife  and  fall 
of  Empires,  there  is  not  the  lead  probability, 
that  this  country  mould  ever  become  a  pro- 
vince to  North- America.  For  granting  even, 
that  it  would  be  fo  weakened  and  enfeebled  by 
thefe  Colony-drains,  as  not  to  be  able  to  defend 
itfeif  from  invaders,  yet  America  is  at  too  great 
a  didance  to  invade  it  at  firft,  much  lefs  to  de- 
fend  the  conqued  of  it  afterwards,  againd  the 
neighbouring  powers  of  Europe  :  and  as  to  any 
notion  that  we  ourfelves  fhould  prefer  an 
American  yoke  to  any  other, — -this  fuppofition 
is  chimerical  indeed  3  becaufe  it  is  much  more 
probable,  were  things  to  come  to  fuch  a  dread- 
ful crifis,  that  the  Englifh  would  rather  fubmit 
to  a  French  yoke,  than  to  an  American  ;  as  being 
the  leiTer  indignity  of  the  two.  So  that  in  (hort, 
if  we  mud  realon  in  politics  according  to  the 
Newtonian  Principles  in  Philofophy.  The  idea 
of  the  leffer  country  gravitating  towards  the 
greater,  muft  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  this 
Ifland  would  rather  gravitate  towards  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe,  than  towards  the  Continent  of 
America  ;  unlefs  indeed  we  mould  add  one  ex- 
travagance to  another,  by  fuppofing  that  the 
Americans  are  to  conquer  all  the  world  5  and  in 
that  cafe  I  do  allow,  that  England  mud  become 
a  Province  to  America.      But 

We  come  now  to  confider  the 

FIFTH     PLAN.     Viz. 

To  propofe  to   feparate   entirely   from   the 

North- 
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North- American-Colonies,by  declaring  them  te 
be  a  free  and  independent  people,  over  whom 
we  lay  no  claim  ;  and  then  by  offering  to  guar- 
antee this  freedom  and  independence  againft 
all  foreign  invaders  whatever. 

And,  in  fad,  what  is  all  this  but  the  natural 
and  even  the  necelTary  corollary  to  be  deduced 
from  each  of  the  former  reafons  and  obferva- 
tions  ?  For  if  we  neither  can  govern  the  Ame- 
ricans, nor  be  governed  by  them  $  if  we  can 
neither  unite  with  them,  nor  ought  to  fubdue 
them  ; — what  remains,  but  to  part  with  them 
on  as  friendly  terms  as  we  can  ?  and  if  any 
man  mould  think  that  he  can  reafon  better  from 
the  above  premifes,  let  him  try. 

But  as  the  idea  of  feparation,  and  the 
giving  up  the  Colonies  forever  will  (hock  many 
weak  people,  who  think,  that  there  is  neither 
happinefs  nor  fecurity  but  in  an  overgrown 
unwieldy  Empire,  I  will  for  their  fakes  enter 
into  a  difcuffion  of  the  fuppofed  difadvantages 
attending  fuch  a  disjunction  $  and  then  mall 
fet  forth  the  manifold  advantages. 

The  firft  and  capital  fuppofed  difadvantage  is9- 
That  if  we  feparate  from  the  Colonies,  we  mail 
lofe  their  trade.  But  why  fo  ?  and  how  does  this 
appear?  The  Colonies,  we  know  by  experience, 
will  trade  with  any  people,  even  with  their  bit— 
tereft  enemies,  during  the  hotteft  of  a  war, 
and  a  war  undertaken  at  their  own  earneft  re- 
queft,  and  for  their  own  fakes  5 — the  Colonies, 
I  fay,  will  trade  even  with  them,  provided  they 
fliall  find  it  their  intereft  fo  to  do.     Why  then 

fliould 
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mould  any  man  fuppofe,  that  the  fame  Cdf- 
intereft  will  not  induce  them  to  trade  with  us  ? 
with  us,  I  fay,  who  are  to  commit  no  hoflilities 
againft  them,  but  on  the  contrary,  are  fliii  to 
remain,  if  they  pleaie,  their  Guardians  and  Pro- 
tedors  ? 

Granting,  therefore,  that  North-America 
was  to  become  independent  of  us,  and  we  of 
them,  the  queflion  now  before  us  will  turn  ori 
this  fingle  point,— can  the  Colcnifts,  in  a  gene- 
ral way,  trade  with  any  other  European  State  to 
greater  advantage  than  they  can  with  Great- 
Britain  ?  If  they  can,  they  certainly  will  3  but  if 
they  cannot,  we  (hall  lliil  retain  their  cuftom, 
hotwithftanding  we  have  parted  with  every 
claim  of  authority  and  jurifdiclion  over  fchenv 
Now,  the  native  commodities  and  merchandize 
of  North-America,  which  are  the  mod  faleablc 
at  an  European  market,  are  chiefly  lumber* 
Ships,  iron,  train-oil,  flax-feed,  fkins,  furs, 
pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  pearl-afties,  indigo, 
tobacco,  and  rice  :  and  I  do  aver,  that,  ex- 
cepting rice  and  tobacco,  there  is  hardly  ont  of 
thefe  articles,  for  which  an  American  could 
get  fo  good  a  price  any  where  elfe,  as  he  can  in 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  Nay,  I  ought  to 
have  excepted  only  rice  ;  for  as  to  tobacco,  tho' 
great  quantities  of  it  are  re-exported  into 
France,  yet  it  is  well  known>  that  the  French 
might  raife  it  at  home,  if  they  would,  much 
cheaper  than  they  can  import  it  from  our  Co- 
lonies,    The  fadt  is  this,~The  Farm  of  to- 

Q  bscec* 
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bacco  is   one  of  the   great  five  farms,  which 
make  up  the  chief  part  of  the  Ro)al  revenue  ; 
and  therefore  the  Farmers   General,    for    bye- 
ends  of  their  own,  have    hitherto  had    intereft 
enough  with  the  Court  to  prohibit  the  cultiva- 
tion of  it  in  Old  France,   under  the  fcvereft  pe- 
nalties.   But  neverthelefs  the  real  French  Patri- 
ots, and  particularly  the  Mar<pis  de  Mirabeau* 
have   fully  demonstrated,  that  it  is  the  intereft 
of  the  French  government  to  encourage  the  cul- 
tivation of  it  ;   and  have  pointed  out  a  fure  and 
eafy   method    of  colle&ing  the  duties ;  which 
was  the  fole  pretence  of  the  Farmers  General  for 
foliating   a   prohibition.     So  that  it   is   appre- 
hended,  that  the   French   government    will  at 
laft   open   their  eyes   in  this  refpedt,  and  allow 
the  cultivation  of  it.     Tobacco  therefore  being 
likely  to  be  foon   out  of  the  quefticn,  the  only 
remaining,  article   is  rice;  and  this,    it  muft  be 
acknowledged,    would  b^ar  a  better  price  at  the 
Hamburgh  or   Dutch  markets   than    it   gene- 
rally doth  in  England.     But  as  this  is  only  one 
article,  out  of  many,  it  fhould   be  further  con- 
fidered,  that  even  the  Ships  which  import  rice 
into  England,  generally  bring  fuch  other  pro- 
duce as   would  not  be  faleable  to  advantage  ia 
oiher  parts  of  Europe  :  fo  that  there  is  no  great 
caufe  to  fear,  that  we  fhould  confiderably  lofe 
the  trade  even  of  this  article,  were  the  Colo- 
nies to  be  difmembered  from  us.     Not  to  men- 
tion that  ail  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  fouth  of  Europe  are  already  fupplied  with 
rice   from   the   Colonies,  in  the  (ame  man- 
ner 
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ner  as  if  there  had  been  an  actual  feparation ; 

^ no  rice-fhip  bound  to  any  place  fouth  of 

Cape  Finifterre  being  at  all  obliged  to  touch  at 
any  Port  of  Grea*-Britain.  So  much,  therefore, 
as  to  the  ftaple  exports  of  the  Colonic?. 

Let  us  now  conlider  their  Imports.  And 
here  one  thing  is  very  clear  and  certain,  that 
whatever  goods,  merchandize,  or  manufactures, 
the  merchants  of  Great-Britain  can  felt  to  the 
reft  of  Europe,  they  might  fell  the  fame  to  the 
Colonies,  if  wanted  :  Becaufe  it  is  evident,  that 
the  Colonies  could  not  purchafe  fuch  goods  at 
a  cheaper  rate  at  any  other  European  market. 
Now,  let  any  one  cait  his  eye  over  the  bills  of 
exports  from  London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Hull, 
Glafgow,  &c.  Sec.  and  then  he  will  foon  difcover 
that  excepting  gold  and  lilver  lace,  wines 
and  brandies,  fome  forts  of  iilks  and  linens, 
and  perhaps  a  little  paper  and  Gun-powder  ;  I 
fay,  excepting  thefe  few  articles,  Great- Bri-. 
tain  is  become  a  kind  of  a  general  mart  for 
moll:  other  commodities  :  and  indeed  were 
it  not  fo,  how  is  it  conceivable,  that  fo  little  a 
fpot  as  this  ifland  could  have  made  fuch  a  fi- 
gure either  in  peace  or  war,  as  it  hath  lately 
done  ?  How  is  it  poflible  that  after  having  con- 
tracted a  debt  of  nearly  one  hundred  and 
forty  millions,  we  mould  nevertheleis  be  able 
to  make  more  rapid  progreffes  in  aii  forts  of 
improvements,  ufeful  and  ornamental,  public 
and  private,  agricolic  and  commercial,  than 
any  other  nation  ever  did  ?  —  -Fadt  it  is,  that 

thelc 
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thefe  improvements  have  been  made  of  late 
years,  and  are  daily  making  :  and  fadts  are 
ftubborn  things. 

But,  fays  the  objector,  you  allow,  that  gold 
and  filver    lace,-— that    wines     and    brandies, 

fome  forts  of  filks, — -forne  forts  of  paper, 

gun-powder,  and  perhaps  other  articles,  can 
be  purchafed  at  certain  European  markets  on 
cheaper  terms  than  they  can  in  England  :  and 
therefore  it  follows,  that  we  fhould  certainly 
iofe  thefe  branches  of  commerce  by  a  fepara- 
tion,  even  fuppofmg  that  we  could  retain  the 
red.  Indeed  even  this  doth  not  follow  ;  becaufe 
we  have  loft  them  already,  as  far  as  it  was  the 
intereft  of  the  colonies,  that  v/e  mould  lofe 
them.  And  if  any  man  can  doubt  of  this,  let 
him  but  confider,  that  the  lumber,  and  pro- 
vifion-veiTels,  which  are  continually  running 
down  from  Bofton,  Rhode-Ifland,  New- York, 
Philadelphia,  Charles-Town,  &c.  &c.  to  Marti- 
nico,  and  the  other  French  iflands,  bring  home 
in  return  not  only  fugars  and  molaffes,  but 
alfo  French  wines,  filks,  gold  and  filver  lace, 
and  in  fhort  every  other  article,  in  which  they 
can  find  a  profitable  account :  Moreover  thofe 
ibips,  which  fail  to  Euftatia  and  Curacoa,  trade 
with  the  Dutch,  and  confequently  with  all  the 
North  of  Europe,  on  the  fame  principle.  And 
as  the  (hips  which  fteer  fouth  of  Cape  Finifterre, 
what  do  they  do  ? — Doubtlefs,  they  purchafe 
whatever  commodities  they  find  it  their  intereft 
to  purchafe,  and  carry  them  home  to  North- 
America.  Indeed  what  would  hinder  them  from 

adling 
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a£ting  agreeably  to  their  own  ideas  of  advan- 
tage in  thefe  refpe&s  ?  The  Cuftom-Houfe 
Officers,  perhaps,  you  may  fay,  will  hinder  them, 
But  alas  !  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Officers  of  North- 
America,  if  they  were  ten  times  more  numerous, 
and  ten  times  more  uncorrupt  than  they  are, 
could  not  poffibly  guard  a  tenth  part  of  the 
coaft.  In  (hort  thefe  things  are  fo  very  no- 
torious that  they  cannot  be  difputed  ;  and 
therefore,  were  the  whole  trade  of  North- 
America  to  be  divided  into  two  branches,  viz. 
the  voluntary,  refulting  from  a  free  choice 
of  the  Americans  themfelves,  purfuing  their 
own  intereft,  and  the  involuntary,  in  confe- 
quence  of  compulfory  Adts  of  the  Briiifh  Par- 
liament -y —  this  latter  would  appear  fo  very 
fmall  and  inconfiderable,  as  hardly  to  deferve  a 
name  in  an  eftimate  of  national  commerce. 

The  2d  objection  againft  giving  up  the  Co- 
lonies is,  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  greatly  de- 
creafe  our  (hipping  and  navigation,  and  con- 
fequently  diminiih  the  breed  of  failors.  But 
this  obje&ion  has  been  fully  obviated  already  • 
For  if  we  (hall  not  lofe  our  trade,  at  lead  in 
any  important  degree,  even  with  the  northern 
Colonies  (and  moft.  probably  we  (hall  encreafe  it 
with  other  countries)  then  it  follows,  that  nei- 
ther the  quantity  of  (hipping,  nor  the  breed 
of  failors,  can  fuffer  any  coniiderable  dimi- 
nution :  So  that  this  fuppofition  is  merely 
a  panic,  and  has  no  foundation.  Not  to  men- 
tion, that  in  proportion  as  the  Americans  (hall 
be  obliged  to  exert  themfelves  to  defend  their 

own 
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own  coafls,  in  cafe  of  a  war  5  in  the  fame 
proportion  (hall  Great-Britain  be  exonerated 
from  that  burden,  and  (hail  have  more  (hips 
and  men  at  command  to  protect  her  own 
channel  Trade,  and  for  other  fervices. 

The  3d  objection  is,  That  if  we  were  to  give 
up  thele  Colonies,  the  French  would  take  im- 
mediate poffeffion  of  th  m.  Now  this  objec- 
tion is  intirely  built  on  the  following  very 
wild,  very  extravagant,  and  abfurd  fuppofitions. 

1  ft,  It  fuppofes,  that  the  Colonifts  themfelves, 
who  cannot  brook  our  government,  would 
like  a  French  one  much  better.  Great-Britain, 
it  ieems,  doth  not  grant  them  liberty  enough  ; 
and  therefore  they  have  recourfe  to  France  to 
obtain  more  : — That  is,  in  plain  Englim,  our 
mild  and  limited  Government,  where  preroga- 
tive is  afcertained  by  law,  where  every  man 
is  at  liberty  to  feek  for  redrefs,  and  where  po- 
pular clamours  too  often  carry  every  thing 
before  them, — is  neverthelefs  too  fevere,  too 
oppreflive,  and  too  tyrannical  for  the  fpirits  and 
genius  of  Americans  to  bear  ;  and  therefore 
they  will  apply  to  an  arbitrary,  defpotic  Govern- 
ment, where  the  people  have  no  (hare  in  the 
Legiflature,  where  there  is  no  liberty  of  the 
Prefs  and  where  General  Warrants  and  Lettres 
des  Cachets  are  irrehftible,  in  order  to  enjoy  grea- 
ter freedoms  than  they  have  at  prefent,and  to  be 
refcued  from  the  intolerable  yoke,  under  which 
they  now  groan.  What  monftrous  abfurdities 
are  thefe  ?  But  even  this  is  not  all :  For  thefe 
Americans  are  reprefented  by  this  fuppolition, 
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as  not  only  preferring  a  French  government  to 
a  Britifh,  but  even  to  a  government  of  their 
own  modelling  and  chuiing  I  For  after  they  are 
fet  free  from  any  fubmiffion  to  their  Mother-* 
Country;  after  they  are  told,  that  for  the  future 
they  mud  endeavour  to  pleafe  themfeives,  fee- 
ing we  cannot  pleafe  them;  then,  initead  of 
attempting -to  frame  any  popular  governments 
for  redreding  thofe  evils,  of  which  thy  now 
fo  bitterly  complain, — they  are  reprefented  as 
throwing  themfeives  at  once  into  the  arms  of 
France; — die  Republican  fpirit  is  tofubfide; 
the  doctrine  of  pailive  obedience  and  non-re- 
fiftance  is  to  fucceed ;  and,  inftead  of  fetting 
up  for  freedom  and  independence,  they  arc  to 
glory  in  having  the  honour  of  being  numbered 
among  the  flaves  of  the  Grand  Monarch  ! 

But  2dly,  this  matter  may  be  further  con- 
fidered  in  another  point  of  view :  for  if  it 
mould  be  faid,  that  the  Americans  might  ftill 
retain  their  Republican  fpirit,  tho'  they  fub- 
mitted  to  a  French  government,  becaufe  the 
French,  through  policy ;  would  permit  them  fo 
to  do ;  then  it  remains  to  be  confidered,  whether 
any  arbitrary  government  can  difpenfe  with 
fuch  liberties  as  a  Republican  fpirit  will  require, 
An  abfolute  freedom  of  the  Prefs !  No  con- 
troul  on  the  liberty  either  of  fpeaking  of 
writing  on  matters  of  flate !  Newfpapers  and 
Pamphlets  filled  with  the  bittereft  invectives 
againlt  the  meafures  of  government !  Aflbci* 
ations  formed  in  every  quarter  to  cry  down 
Minifterial  Hirelings,  and   their  dependants ! 
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The  votes  and  resolutions  of  the  Provincial 
AfTemblies  to  afTert  their  own  authority  and  in» 
dependence !  No  landing  of  troops  from  Old 
France  to  quell  Infurre&ions !  No  railing  of 
new  levies  in  America  !  No  quartering  of 
Troops !  No  building  of  forts,  or  erecting  of 
garrifons  !  And,  to  fum  up  all,  no  railing  of 
money  without  the  exprefs  confent  and  appro- 
bation of  the  Provincial  American  Parliaments 
firft  obtained  for  each  of  thefe  purpofes ! 
Now  I  afk  any  reafonable  man  whether  thefe 
things  are  compatible  with  any  idea  of  an  ar- 
bitrary, defpotic  government?  Nay  more, 
whether  the  French  King  himfelf,  or  his  mi- 
nifters  would  wifh  to  have  fuch  notions  as 
thefe  inflilled  into  the  fubjects  of  Old  France? 
Yet  inftilled  they  muft  be  while  a  communi- 
cation is  kept  open  between  the  two  Countries; 
while  correspondences  are  carried  on  -,  letters, 
pamphlets,  and  newfpdperSj  pafs  and  re-pafs; 
and  in  fhort  while  the  Americans  are  permitted 
to  come  into  France,  and  Frenchmen  into  Ame- 
rica. So  much  therefore  as  to  this  clafs  of  ob- 
jections. Indeed  I  might  haveinfifted  further, 
that  Great  Britain  alone  could  at  any  time  pre- 
vent fuch  an  acquifition  to  be  made  by  France, 
as  is  here  fuppoied,  if  me  mould  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  interfere,  and  if  fuch  an  acquifition  of 
territory  would  really  and  truly  be  an  addition 
of  ftrength  in  the  political  balance  and  fcale  of 
power.  But  furely  I  have  faid  enough;  and 
therefore  let  us  now  haften  briefly  to  point  out, 

The 


and    AMERICA:  59 

The  manifold  Advantages  attendant  on  fuch  a  Plan. 

And  i ft,  A  disjunction  from  the  nothern 
Colonies  would  effectually  put  a  (top  to  our 
prefent  emigrations.  By  the  laws  of  the  land 
it  is  made  a  capital  offence  to  inveigle  arti- 
ficers and  mechanics  to  leave  the  kingdom* 
but  this  law  is  unhappily  fuperfeded  at  pre- 
fent as  far  as  the  Colonies  are  concerned. 
Therefore  when  they  come  to  be  difmembered 
from  us,  it  will  operate  as  ftrongly  againft 
them,  and  their  kidnappers,  as  againft  others, 
and  here  it  may  be  worth  while  to  obferve, 
that  the  emigrants,  who  lately  failed  in  fuch 
multitudes  from  the  North  of  Scotland  and 
more  efpecially  from  the  North  of  Ireland, 
were  far  from  being  the  riioft  indigent,  or  the? 
lead  capable  of  fublifting  in  their  own  Country* 
No;  it  was  not  poverty  or  neceffity  which 
compelled,  but  ambition  which  enticed  therri 
to  forfake  their  native  foil.  For  after  they 
began  to  tafte  the  fweets  of  induftry,  and  to 
partake  of  the  comforts  of  life,  then  they 
became  a  valuable  prey  for  thefe  harpies. 
In  fhort,  fuch  were  the  perfons  to  whom 
thefe  feducers  principally  applied;  becaufe 
they  found  that  they  had  gotten  fome  little 
fubftance  together  worth  devouring.  They 
therefore  told  them  many  plaufible  ftories— 
that  if  they  would  emigrate  to  North-America, 
they  might  have  eftates  for  nothing  and  be- 
come gentlemen  forever  5  whereas,  if  they 
remained  at  home,  they  had  nothing  to  ex- 
pect beyond  the  Condition  of  a  wretched  Jour- 
neyman, or  a  frmll   laborious   farmer.     Nay, 
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one  of  thefe  falfe  guides  was  known  to  have 
put  out  public  advertifements,  fome  few  years 
ago  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  wherein  he  engaged 
to  carry  all,  who  would  foilow  him,  into  fuch 
a  glorious  Country,  where  there  was  neither 
tax,  nor  tyme,  nor  Landlord's  rent  to  be  paid. 
1  his  was  enough  :  it  took  with  thoufands  :  and 
this  he  might  fafely  engage  to  do.  But  at  the 
fame  time,  he  ought  to  have  told  them  (as 
Bifhop  Berkley  in  his  queries  juftiy  obierves) 
That  a  man  may  poffefs  twenty  miles  fquare  in 
this  Country,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  get  a 
dinner. 

2-ily.  Another  great  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  a  feparation  is,  that  we  (hall  then  fave  be- 
tween 3  and  400,0001.  a  year,  by  being  difcharg- 
ed  from  the  payment  of  any  civil  or  military 
eilablimment  belonging  to  the  Colonies ;  for 
which  generous  benefaction  we  receive  at  pre- 
fent  no  other  return  than  invectives  and  re- 
proaches. 

3dly.  The  ceafing  of  the  payment  of  boun- 
ties on  certain  Colony  productions  will  be 
another  great  faving ;  perhaps  not  iefs  than 
200,oool.  a  year :  and  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  the  goods  imported  from  the  Colonies  in 
confequence  of  thefe  bounties,  could  not  have 
been  imported  into  any  other  part  of  Europe, 
were  there  a  liberty  to  do  it ;  bccaufe  the  freight 
2nd  fi;ft  coll  would  have  amounted  to  more 
than  they  could  be  fold  for :  {o  that  in  fact  we 
give  premiums  to  the  Colonies  for  felling  goods 
to  us,  which  would  not  have  been  fold  at  all  any 
where  elfe.  However,  when  the  prefent  boun- 
ties (hall  ceafe,    we  may  then  confider,  at  our 
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leifure,  whether  it  would  be  right  to  give  them 
again,  or  not;  and  we  (hall  have  it  in  our  power 
to  favour  that  country  moil  which  will  fhew  the 
greateft  favour  to  us,  and  to  our  manufactures. 

4thly,  When  we  are  no  longer  connected 
with  the  Colonies  by  the  imaginary  tie  of  an 
identity  of  government,  than  our  merchant- 
exporters  and  manufacturers  will  have  a  better 
chanc©  of  having  their  debts  paid,  than  they 
have  at  prefent  i  Fur  as  matters  now  (land,  the 
Colonifls  chufe  to  carry  their  ready  cam  to  other 
nations,  \shile  they  are  contracting  debts  with 
their  Mother- Country,  with  whom  they  think 
they  can  take  great  liberties  :  and  provided 
they  are  truiled,  they  care  not  to  what  amount 
this  debt  fhall  rife  :— r-For  when  the  time  for 
payment  draws  on,  they  are  fdzed  with  a  fit 
of  patriotifm  $  and  then  confederacies  and  affo- 
ciations  are  to  difcharge  all  arrears  ;  or  at  lead, 
are  to  poitpone  the  payment  of  them  Sine  Die. 

5th.lv,  After  a  feparation  from  the  Colonies, 
our  influence  over  them  will  be  much  greater 
than  ever  it  was,  fince  they  began  to  feel  their 
own  weight  and  importance  :  For  at  prefent  we 
are  looked  upon  in  no  better  a  light  than  that 
of  robbers  and  ufurpers  ;  whereas,  we  fliall 
then  be  confidered  as  their  protectors,  media- 
tors, and  benefactors.  The  moment  a  fepara- 
tion takes  effect,  interline  quarrels  will  begin  : 
For  it  is  well  known,  that  the  feeds  of  diicord 
and  diffeniion  between  Province  and  Province 
are  now  ready  to  moot  forth  5  and  that  they 
are  only  kept  down  by  the  prefent  combination 
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all  the  Colonies  againfi:  us,  whom  they  unhap- 
pily fancy  to  be  their  common  enemy.  When 
therefore  this  object  of  their  hatred  fhall  be  re- 
moved by  a  declaration  on  our  parts,  that,  fa 
far  from  ufurping  all  authority,  we,  from  hence- 
forward will  affume  none  at  all  againft  their  own 
confent ;  the  weaker  Provinces  will  intreat  our 
protection  againft  the  ftronger  j  and  the  lefs  cau- 
tious againft  the  more  crafty  and  defigning :  So 
that  in  fhort,  in  proportion  as  their  republican 
fpirit  (hall  intrigue  and  cabal,  they  will  fplit  in- 
to parties,  divide  and  fub-divide,  in  the  fame 
proportion  (hall  we  be  called  in  to  become  their 
general  Umpires  and  Referees.  Not  to  mention, 
that  many  of  the  late  and  prefent  Emigrants, 
when  they  (hall  fee  thefe  ftorms  arifing  all 
around  them,  and  when  their  promifed  earthly 
paradife  turns  out  to  be  a  dreary,  unwholefome, 
inhofpitable,  and  howling  wildernefs,  many  of 
them,  I  fay,  will  probably  return  to  us  again, 
and  take  refuge  at  laft  in  Old  England,  with 
all  its  faults  and  imperfe&ions. 

Laftly,  Our  West-India  Iflands  themfelves 
will  receive  fignal  benefit  by  this  feparation.  In- 
deed their  fize  and  iltuation  render  them  inca- 
pable of  fubtracling  all  obedience  from  us;  and 
yet  the  bad  precedents  of  their  neighbours  on 
the  Continent  hath  fometimes  prompted  them 
to  (hew  as  refractory  a  fpirir  as  they  well  cculd. 
r-But  when  they  come  to  perceive,  what  are 
$he  bitter  effects  of  this  untraceable  difpofition, 
exemplified  in  the  cafe  of  the  North-Ame- 
ricans, it  is  probable,  it  is  reafonable  to  con- 
<flude3  that  they  will  learn  wifdorn  by  the  mif- 
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carriages  and  fufferings  of  thefe  unhappy  peo- 
ple 5  and  that  from  henceforward  they  will  re- 
vere the  authority  of  a  Government,  which  has 
the  feweft  faults,  and  grants  the  greateft  liber- 
ty, of  any  yet  known  upon  earth. 

But  after  all,  there  is  one  thing  more,  to  which 
I  mud  make  fome  reply.  Many,  perhaps  mod 
of  my  readers,  will  be  apt  to  afk,  what  is  all 
this  about  ?  And  what  doth  this  Author  really 
mean  ?  Can  he  ferioufly  think,  that  becaufe  he 
hath  taken  fuch  pains  to  prove  a  feparation  to 
be  a  right  meafure,  that  therefore  we  (hall  fe- 
parate  in  good  earned:  f  and  is  he  dill  fo  much 
a  novice  as  not  to  know,  that  meafures  are 
rarely  adopted  merely  becaufe  they  are  right, 
but  becaufe  they  can  ferve  a  prefent  turn  ? 
Therefore  let  it  be  a(ked,  what  prefent  conve- 
nience or  advantage  doth  he  propofe  either  to 
adminidration,  or  to  anti-adminidration,  by  the 
execution  of  his  plan  I  This  is  coming  to  the 
point,  and  without  it,  all  that  he  has  faid  will 
pafs  for  nothing. 

I  frankly  acknowledge,  I  propofe  no  prefent 
convenience  or  advantage  to  either  -3  nay,  I  firm- 
ly believe,  that  no  Minider,  as  things  are  now 
circumdanced,  will  dare  todofo  much  good  to 
his  Country ;  and  as  to  the  Herd  of  Anti-Mini- 
iters,  they,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  not  wim  to 
fee  it  done  ;  becaufe  it  would  deprive  them  of 
one  of  their  moil:  plentiful  fources  for  clamour 
and  detraction  :  and  yet  I  have  obfervcd,  and 
have  myfelf  had  fome  experience,  that  meafures 
evidently  right  will  prevail  at  lad  :  Therefore! 
make  not  the  lead  doubt   but  that  a  feparation 
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from  the  northern  Colonies,  and  alfo  another 
right  meafure,  viz.  a  complete  union  and  in- 
corporation with  Ireland  (however  unpopular 
either  of  them  may  now  appear)  will  both  take 
place  within  half  a  century  :  And  perhaps  that 
which  happens  to  be  fir  ft  aceomplifhed,  will 
greatly  accelerate  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
other.  Indeed  almoft  all  people  are  apt  foftartle 
at  firft  at  bold  truths:  But  it  is  obfervabie, 
that  in  proportion  as  they  grow  familiarized  to 
them,  and  can  fee  and  confider  them  from  dif- 
ferent points  of  view,  their  fears  fubfide,  and 
they  become  reconciled  by  degrees :  Nay,  it  is 
not  an  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  adopt 
thofe  falutary  meafures  afterwards  with  as  much 
zeal  and  ardor  as  they  had  rejected  them  before 
with  anger  and  indignation. 

Need  I  add,  that  the  man,  who  will  have  re- 
folution  enough  to  advance  any  bold  unwelcome 
truth  (unwelcome  I  mean  at  its  fir  ft  appearance) 
ought  to  be  fuch  an  one,  whofe  competency  of 
fortune,  joined  to  a  natural  independency  of 
ipirit,  places  him  in  that  happy  fituation,  as  to 
be  equally  indifferent  to  the  fmiles,  or  frowns 
cither  of  the  great,  or  the  vulgar  5 

Laftly,  fome  perfons  perhaps  may  wonder, 
that,  being  myielf  a  clergyman,  I  have  faid  no- 
thing about  the  perfecuticn  which  theChurch  of 
England  daily  fuffers  in  America,  by  being  de- 
nied thofe  rights  which  every  other  iect  of  Chri<- 
flians  fo  amply  enjoys.  I  own  I  have  hitherto 
omitted  to  make  mention  of  that  circumstance, 
not  thro'  inadvertance,  but  by  defign  -,  as  being 
unwilling  to  embarrafs  my  general  plan  with  what 
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might  be  deemed  by  lome  readers  to  be  foreign 
t>  the  flbbje&S  and  therefore  I  ihAl  be  very 
fh  >rt  in  whit  I  have  to  add  at  prefent. 

That  each  reli^i  jus  perfuafion  ought  to  Invs 
a  full  toleration  from  the  ftate  to  worfhip  Al- 
mighty Gd,  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conlciences,  is  to  me  fo  clear  a  cafe,  that 
I  mall  not  attempt  to  make  it  clearer  -,  and  no- 
thing but  the  maintaining  fome  monftrous  opi- 
nion inconfiftent  with  the  fafety  of  fociety,--— 
and  that  not  barely  in  theory  and  fpeculation, 

but  by  open  practice  and  outward  actions, 1 

fay,  nothing  but  the  avowedly  maintaining  of 
fuch  dangerous  principles  can  juftify  the  rnagif- 
trate  in  abridging  any  fet  of  men  of  thefe  their 
natural  rights.  It  is  alfo  equally  evident,  that 
the  church  of  England  doth  not,  cannot  fall 
under  the  cenfure  of  holding  opinions  incon- 
fiftent with  the  fafety  of  the  itate,  and  the  good 
of  mankind, — —even  her  enemies  themfelves 
being  judges  :  and  yet  the  church  of  England 
alone  doth  not  enjoy  a  toleration  in  that  full 
extent,  which  is  granted  to  the  members  of 
every  other  denomination.  What  then  can  be 
the  caufe  of  putting  fo  injurious  a  diftinc/tion 
between  the  church  of  England,  and  other 
churches  in  this  refpecl?  the  reafon  is  plain. 
The  Americans  have  taken  it  into  their  heads  to 
believe,  that  an  epifcopate  would  operate  as 
fome  further  tie  upon  them,  not  to  break  loofe 
from  thofe  obligations  which  they  owe  to  the 
Mother-Country  ;  and  that  this  is  to  be  ufed  as 
an  engine,  under  the  mafque  of  religion,  to 
rivet  thofe  chains,  which  they  imagine  we  are 
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forging  for  them.  Let  therefore  the  Mother- 
Country  herfelf  refign  up  all  claim  of  autho- 
rity over  them,  as  well  ecclefiaftical  as  civil ; 
let  her  declare  NorthAmerica  to  be  independent 
of  Great-Britain  in  every  refpecT:  whatever;-— 
let  her  do  this,  I  fay,  and  then  all  their  fears 
will  vanifh  away,  and  their  panics  be  at  an  end  : 
And  then  a  bifoop,  who  has  no  more  connec- 
tions with  England  either  in  church  or  ftate, 
than  he  has  withGermany,  Sweden,  or  any  other 
country,  will  be  nolonger  looked  upon  in  Ame-  . 
rica  as  a  monfter,  but  a  man.  In  fhort,  when 
all  motives  for  oppofition  will  be  at  an  end,  it 
is  obfervable,  that  the  oppofition  itfelf  foon 
ceafes  and  dies  away.  In  a  word  an  epifcopate 
may  then  take  place  3  and  whether  this  new  < 
Ecclefiaftical  officer  be  called  from  a  name 
derived  from  the  Greek,  the  Latin*  or  the  Ger- 
man,—that  is,  whether  he  be  ftiled  epifcopus, 
luperintendent,  fupervifor,  overfeer,  &c.  &c.  it 
matters  not,  provided  he  be  inverted  with  com- 
petent authority  to  ordain  and  confirm  Aich  of 
the  members  of  his  own  perfuafion,  as  fhall  vo- 
luntarily offer  themfelves,  and  to  infpedt  the 
lives  and  morals  of  his  own  clergy. 


INI*. 


A  few  more  Words,  on  the  Freedom  cf  ths 
PRESS,  AddrefTed  by  the  Printer,  to  the 
Friends    of    Liberty    in   America. 


Since  the  PRESS  is  Free,  Long  razy  it  Remain  Free, 

BELL, 

IT  was  the  faying  of  an  Ancient,  and  wife 
Englishman,  (TIND  AL),  who  lived 
at  the  time  of  the  Glorious  Revolution  in 
1688,  That,  "  While  the  Freedom  of  the 
<c  P  R  E  S  S  is  preferred,  all  other  Liberties, 
u  both  Civil  and  Religious,  will  be  fecured  to 
*'  us,  under  fo  faithful  a  Guardian,"  And  it  is 
the  declaration  of  the  modern,  and  noble 
V  1  r  g  1  ni  a.n  s,  "  that  the  Freedom  of  the 
"PRESS  is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of 
<c  Liberty,  and  can  never  be  reftrained  but  by 
u  defpotic  governments."  Notwithstanding 
thefe  worthy  and  eftimable  authorities,  if 
there  are  yet  any  number  of  rnifhken  men 
txifting,  who  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
there  being  a  neceffity  at  fome  trying  exigence 
for  a  temporary  reftriclion  of  the  Freedom  of 
the  P  R  E  S  S,  and  their  foolifli  advice  fhould 
at  any  one  time  be  adopted,  we  may  then  bid 
a.  final  adieu  to  every  thing  pertaining  to 
Liberty  :  For  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
like  unto  the  wretched  Britim  Parliament,  in  the 
Year  17 16,  who  pretended,  there  were  at  that 
time,  too  many  Jacobites  in  the  nation,  to 
fuffer  the  triennial  election  of  Members  f ->r  that 
Houfe.—  They  then  tyrannically  cenrtitated 
themfelves  into  a  ieptenniai  parliament :  And 
for  the  laft  lixty  years,  have  illegally  and  au- 

I  d^eieufly 
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daucioufly  committed  one  continued  infult  upon 
the  constitution  of  the  Kingdom,  and  upon 
the  under&andings  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
pe  ,f:!e  in  Great-Britain. — Now,  if  Americans 
will  agreeable  to  the  good  old  Englifli  advice— 

**  Learn  to  be  wife,  from  others  harm, 
"  Then,  they  fhall  do  full  well. 

But,  if  according  to  the  opinion  of  fome 
violents  againfl  the  freedom  of  enquiry,  they 
will  unwifely  trampla  upon  that  greatcft  of  all 
privileges,  the  Liberty  of  the  PRESS;  then 
will  they,  like  the  foolifh  people  of  Britain 
commit  fuicide  on  their  own  liberties,  and  thus, 
entail  upon  themfelves,  the  fcorn  and  contempt 
of  all  true  and  confident  friends  to  real  Liberty; 
becaufe,  if  new  modes  of  Government,  are  either 
in  reality,  or  in  appearance,  approaching  to- 
wards the  inhabitants  of  America;  it  is  more 
peculiarly  neceffary  on  thefe  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  that  the  Liberty  of  the  PRESS  mould 
be  freely  exerted  :  For,  if  in  thefe  changes, 
we  do  not  fully  retain  all  our  prefent  happy 
privileges,  but  weakly  fuffer  any  redactions  or 
curtailings  of  Liberty  to  advance  upon  us  with 
new  eftablimments,  it  will  afterwards  be  next 
to  impoiTibie,  to  regain  the  defirable  poffeflbn. 

Thus  far,  the  Printer  dill  thinks  it  indifpen- 
fibiy  his  duty  to  fupport  the  Freedom  of  the 
P  R  E  S  S,  in  which  all  the  lovers^  of  genuine 
Liberty  are  deeply  intereftcd.  And,  if  there 
are  any,  who  think  other  wile,  they  may  if 
they  pleafe,  .pcrufe  what  follows.  A 


A       SHORT       ANSWER 

TO     SOME     CRITICISMS. 

Which  were  Exhibited  under  the  Signature 
of  ARIS TIDES  :  Containing,  a  reafonable 
Vindication  of  the  Propriety  of  thole  De- 
fences of  the  Liberty  of  the  PRESS, 
Which  were  Annexed  to  Plain  Truth, 
And  to  the  Additions  to  Plain  Tkuthj 
Published,  in  1776.  Extracted  from 
an  Old  Pamphlet,  Publifhed  in  the  Year 
1756,  Entitled  Plain  Truth  :  Or,  Serious 
Ccnfiderations  on  the  Prefmt  State  of  this 
City  of  Philadelphia,  and  Province  of 
Pennsylvania, 


By  a  Tradefman  of  Philadelphia. 


<«y  T  is  faid  the  wife  Italians  make  this  prover- 
<<Jte  bial  Remark  on  our  Nation,  viz,  The  En- 
V  glifh  feel,  but  they  do  no:  see.  That  is, 
c<  they  are  fenfible  of  inconveniencies  when  they 
tf  are  prefent,  but  do  not  take  fufficient  care  to 
"prevent  them  2  Their  natural  courage  makes 
"  them  too  little  apprehenfive  of  danger,  io 
**  that  they  are  often  furprized  by  it,  un- 
"  provided  of  the  proper  means  of  fecurity. 
"  When  'tis  too  late  they  are  fenfible  of  their 
*c  imprudence:  x\fter  great  fires,  they  provide 
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fc  buckets  and  engines :  After  a  peflilence  they 
c<  think  of  keeping  clean  their  ftreets  and  com- 
«'  mon  (hores  :  and  when  a  town  has  been 
V-  fack'd  by  their  enemies,  they  provide  for  its 
*c  defence.  This  kind  of  after-wisdom  is 
*'  indeed  fo  common  with  us,  as  to  occafion  the 
<{  vu,;gar,  tho'  very  iignificant  faying,  When  the 
*c  Steed  isjlolen,  it  is  time  to  flout  the  jiable  door" 

(And   the  Printer  of  thefe  ufeful   and  neceffary 
Pkfences,  takes   the  liberty  to  infert  here,) 

After  the  freedom  of  the  Prefs  hath  been  cir- 
cumjeribea  by  the  ignorance  or  malice  oj  miflaken 
zealots,  it  will  then  be  time  to  cringe  to  fome 
cowardly  Printer,  tq  beg  he  would  fupport 
its   Liberty. 

N.  B.  The  quibblings  of  Ariftides,  concerning 
the  Words  rlril  Edition,  were  fufficiently  con- 
futed five  days  before  they  made  their  appear- 
ance, by  the  publication  of  the  fecond  Edition  of 
PLAIN   TRUTH, 


Now 


lyW  Selling,  at  the  Late  UNION  LIBRARY,  ntxt  Doo* 

to  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Third-Street,  Philadelphia. 

PROVISION 

FOR 

SENTIMENTALISTS. 

By  ROBERT  BELL,  Provedore  to  the  Voluntiers  of  that 
Refpeclable  Society,  <who  /tragically  know,  that  food  for  the 
mind,  is  equivalent  to  money. 

ROBERTSON'S  Hillary  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  3  vols 
Blackftone's  Commentaries  on  the  Laws,  4  vols 

The  Palladium  of  Confcience,  by  Prieftly  and  Furneaux 

Iceland's  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  4  vols 

Cullen's  Lectures  on  the  Materia  Medica 

Swan's  Britifh  Architect 

Viaud's  Voyages  and  Adventures 

Yorick's  Sentimental  Journey,  2  vols 

Marmontel's  Hiftory  of  Belifarius 

Manual  of  Prayers  for  thofe  who  afpire  after  Devotion 

Van  Svvieten's  Cures  for  Armies 

Jones  on  the  Treatment  of  Wounds  and  Fractures 

"jBurgh's  Political  Difquifitions,  3  vols 

Lord  Chefterfield's  Letters,  4  vols 

Cooke's  New  Voyage  Round  the  World,   2  vols 

Buchan's  Family  Phyfician 

Stern's  Works,  5  vols 

Brookes's  Juliet  Grenville,  being  a  Hiftory  of  the  Human 
Heart,  2  vols 

Jofephus's  Hiftory  of  the  Jews,  with  all  his  other  Works,  4  vols 

The  Young  Clerk's  Vade  Mecum  :  Or,  Complete  Law  Tutor. 
Being  a  Collection  of  a  great  Variety  of  the  moft  ap- 
proved Precedents  in  the  Law,  and  adapted  to  almolt 
every  Tranfaftion  in  Life  wherein  an  Attention  to  lecral 
Forms  is  indifpenfibly  necefiary.  To  which  is  Added, 
A  Collection  of  Englifh  Precedent?,  Relating  to  the 
Office  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace. 

The   Politics  of  the  Year  1776.     (Neatly  bound  for  Prefer- 
vation  in  one  Volume.)     Containing,' 
Common  Senfe,  with  large  Additions, 
Plain  Truth,  with  Additions, 
Obfervations  againft  Reconciliation 
Stridures  on  the  Pamphlet,  intitled  Common  Senfe 
Tucker's  True  Intereft   of  G-eat  Britain,  fet    forth  in 
regard  to  the  Colonies  ;  And  the  only  means  of  living 
in  Peace  and   Harmony   with    them:    Including,    five 
different  Plans  for  effecting  this  defirable  Event. 


THE      FOLLOWING 

MILLITARY      WORKS, 

Some  eft  hem  'very  Valuable  and  Jeldcm  to  be  met  *with  :  May  bs 
had  at  R.  BELL'S,  next  Dotr  to  St.  Paul's  Church,  in  Third- 
Street,     Philadelph  i  a. 

LE  Blond's  Military  Engineer :  Containing,  the  Attack 
and  Defence  of  all  kinds  of  Fortified  Plates  ;  with  nu- 
merous and  excellent  Copper-plates,   2  vols 

Nowvelle  Fortification,  far  Coehcrn 

Ozanam's  Ancient  and  Modern  Methods  of  Fortification,  with 
Vauban's  Manner  of  Fortifying 

Marlborough's  Battles  and  Sieges,  from  1708  to  1715 

Simes's  Military  Guide  for  Officers,  2  vols 

New  Syftem  of  Military  Difcipline,  founded  on  Principle,  by 
a  General  Officer 

Stevenfon's  Military  Inftru&ior.s 

Hofle  and  Webfter's  Mechanicks,  Fortification,  Artillery  or 
Gunnery,  adapted  to  th*  ufe  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Army  2nd  N*vy. 

ARCH  iTECTURE     H  YDR  AULIQU  E. 

DE  La  maniere  de  faire  ufage  du  cours  des  eaux  dans  les 
operations  de  la  Guerre  des  Sieges  &  de  Campaign, 
Comprenantl'art  de  faire  ufage  des  eaux  dans  la  Guerre 
oiTenfive  &  dcfenfhe,  accompagne  d'  un  nombre 
d*  exemples  d'occafions  memorables  ou  Ton  s'en  ell 
fervi  avec  fucces. 

Par  M,  BEL1DGR,  Colonel  d'lafanterie,   Chevalier 
de  1'  Ordre  Militaire  de  Said  Louis,  &c. 
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